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Message from the  PPIRS Chair 
David Schwieder, University of Florida 

Greetings, 

   As we move into 2017, it will be our first full calendar year as the Poli-

tics, Policy and International Relations Section (PPIRS). The transition 

has been moving along smoothly, thanks in large part to our Communica-

tion and Publications Committee Chair, Mary Oberlies, and our webmas-

ter, Jen Schwartz. It has been a busy year for both, and their work has 

been vital and very much appreciated.  

   January of this year also marked another change, when we conducted 

our first virtual Midwinter meeting. Members of the PPIRS executive 

committee and committee chairs reported on unit activities via conference 

call. Meeting minutes are available at: http://connect.ala.org /node/262783 

(login required). No formal section meetings were held in Atlanta, but sev-

eral members gathered to discuss section topics of interest.   

   This spring also saw the 2017 ACRL Conference in Baltimore. Numer-

ous PPIRS members presented papers, posters or other sessions. PPIRS 

events included a well- attended social meet-up, and the Engagement 

Fair, where Membership Committee Chair Erin Ackerman and section 

Member-at-Large Sara Arnold-Garza represented PPIRS to prospective 

new members.  

   Of course, we are only a few months away from the 2017 ALA Annual in 

Chicago. Several PPIRS events may be of particular interest. Brian 

Coutts and the Conference Program Planning Committee have put to-

gether an excellent program; “Protest and Preservation” (co-sponsored 

with the ACRL Anthropology and Sociology Section, ANSS, and the Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Round Table) which will explore how 

we preserve the records of protest movements in an age of social me-

dia. Speakers include a filmmaker, Robert L. Camina, Richard Gilman-

Opalsky, who teaches political philosophy in the Department of Political 

Science, University of Illinois at Springfield, and Sonia Yaco, Director of 

Social Justice Projects and Research at the University Library, Universi-

ty of Illinois at Chicago. The program will be Saturday, June 24th, 1:00-

2:30 p.m., at McCormick Place Convention Center. A pathfinder with 

more information about the program has been posted at: http://

libguides.naz.edu/c.php?g=626455&p=4368753 
Continued page 3 

http://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/
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Is there an LPSS member whom you’d like to know better through a profile in the LPSS News? 

Is there a member you could profile in 500-600 words who would interest the rest of the section? 

Email your suggestions to Mary Oberlies . 

Member To Know  By Elizabeth Psyck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jodi Carlson Grebinoski is the Scholarly Communications Librarian at University of 
Minnesota-Duluth, where she works “with copyright, publishing, intellectual property 
and digital services”. 

 

1. How did you become active in PPIR? 

As the subject liaison for Political Science and International Studies at UMD I wanted connect with other librarians working 
in these subject areas.  I am a member the PPIRS Professional Development Committee and I think taking the time to devel-
op and learn new skills is essential for librarians.  

  

2. What do you consider to be your biggest challenge in your career? 

One of biggest challenges is the constant change, but it is also one of the challenges I enjoy. 

   

3. What's your favorite part of your job? 

I learn something new every day!  The best part of being a librarian is being able to assist students find the information they 
need/want for various research projects.   

 

4. What are your 5 favorite non-work-related things? 

Walking and running on the lake walk by Lake Superior 

Knitting 

Traveling... road trips and International trips to visit our AFS kids (exchange students) 

Reading 

Kayaking 

  

5. What’s your favorite useless fact? 

        There are no useless facts...but Iceland is only a little larger than Lake Superior.  

Jodi Carlson Grebinoski  

mailto:moberlie@gmu.edu
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 Message from the  PPIRS Chair - Continued from p.1 

 

   We will also be holding a joint social event with ANSS. This will be Friday, June 23rd at 7:00, at a location 

to be determined. Finally, one more change; the Marta Lange Award will no longer be awarded at a Sunday 

morning breakfast; instead, this will take place at the Sage-CQ Booth in the exhibit hall, at a time to be de-

termined.  

   As always, thanks to all the section members who give so freely of their time and effort. While there are so 

many of you that not everyone can be recognized here, I would like to thank Merrill Stein and Dennis Lam-

bert for five years of an excellent section newsletter. For all members, I hope things are going well, and I hope 

to see you this summer in Chicago.  

 

Dave Schwieder 

Flier courtesy of 
Brian Coutts  

Program pathfinder : http://libguides.naz.edu/c.php?g=626455&p=4368753 

mailto:brian.coutts@wku.edu
http://libguides.naz.edu/c.php?g=626455&p=4368753


 
Refugees Resource Comparison 
 
By Nadine Hoffman (Chair), Carol Spector, Allison Gofman, Earl Shumaker, and Nicholas Wyant on behalf of the 2016-2017 

PPIRS Vendor/ Publisher Liaison & Review Committee. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Research about issues surrounding refugees occupies a significant contemporary and historical space in political science, 

international relations, public policy, and legal scholarship. However, gathering the data to do this research can be diffi-

cult: finding details and data surrounding refugees is often tricky and not user friendly. This resource comparison article 

from the Vendor/Publisher Liaison Committee provides international examples of two databases (Armed Conflict Data-

base/ACD and European Database of Asylum Law/EDAL) and two websites (United Nations High Commissioner for Ref-

ugees/UNHCR and International Committee of the Red Cross/ICRC). The list is not comprehensive; there are numerous 

other human rights resources available which include refugees as an area of focus, most notably including Human Rights 

Studies Online by Alexander Street Press.   

 

After the Committee began working on this resource comparison article, we found many others also addressing the ques-

tion of resources about refugees. While the submission deadlines looming approach prevented us from adding any of these 

new resources to the chart, they are certainly valuable and we would like to list them for the benefit of our members:  

Lynda Kellam, PPIRS member, created a page on refugee resettlement in the United States, available at https://

lyndamkreads.wordpress.com/refugee-resettlement-info/. For more information, see the e-mail announcement 

sent to the PPIRS listserv shortly after ALA Midwinter in January 2017.  

The United Nations library based in Geneva has a research guide specific to refugees (http://libraryresources.unog.ch/

refugees). This guide includes a database tab with an extensive list of free and fee-based databases with links to 

relevant UN statistical resources as well as links to other UN research guides and relevant organizations. 

Immigrations, Migrations and Refugees: Global Perspectives, 1941-1996 - a new digital archive from Readex provides 

a fully searchable digital archive of CIA resources on 20th-century human migration, including Jewish resettle-

ment after WWII, apartheid in South African, and Latin American migrations to the United States. The docu-

ments include reports gathered by the CIA including media broadcasts periodicals, government documents, and 

extensive reports and analysis.  

Many government websites provide excellent information - of particular note from our committee members are the 

US Immigration and State Department databases. 

International government agencies (IGOs) - the United Nations is the most notable example. 

Non-government organizations (NGOs) - the Red Cross is the most notable example. In addition to the International Red 

Cross website which is part of this resource comparison, there are over 190 national Red Cross/Red Crescent societies, 

many of whom have their own websites which can include data and other resources. For example, the US Red Cross is at 

http://www.redcross.org/ and the Canadian Red Cross is at http://www.redcross.ca/.  

The following four resources were chosen for this resource comparison because of their content related to international 

refugees. 

Continued page 5 
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United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR): The UNHCR was created in 1950 by the United Nations, 

governed by the UN General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). They derive their mandate from 

the Statute of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The international organization has over 

9,700 staff working in 126 countries. In addition to current operational documents, the UNHCR website is known for reli-

able statistics collected from their experience working and placing refugees worldwide since 1951. Their archives include 

records since its inception as well as from its predecessors, the International Refugee Organization and League of Nations’  

High Commission for Refugees, where the archival database includes citations to records created since 1921. The UNHCR 

Statistics database provides data for refugees, asylum-seekers, internally displaced persons (IDPs), stateless persons, and 

others of concern with the totals generated on a map of the world by year from 1950 through 2015. Exportable data by 

year and country and/or a mid-year zip file for the last year are available for researchers to manipulate. The UNHCR is 

also responsible for the Refworld website which contains searchable country and legal information as well as policy and 

reference documents. Refworld links to relevant refugee international instruments (treaties and conventions), national 

legislation, and case law.  

 

Armed Conflict Database (ACD): While much of the refugee data included in the ACD is available on the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) website, ACD provides added value by offering expert analysis and contextual 

information. Each country report includes a conflict summary, timeline updates, historical background, and analyses of 

political trends, human security and military factors. Country reports also include references to related articles on the In-

ternational Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) website. Some additional features of the ACD are a directory of non-state 

armed groups and custom conflict comparison charts and tables. 

 

European Database of Asylum Law (EDAL): EDAL was developed to “strengthen the development of harmonized stand-

ards of protection within the Common European Asylum System (CEAS) and, in particular, to increase consistency and 

quality in the interpretation and application of CEAS legislation.” The summaries are under a Creative Commons license 

and are freely available, and are targeted towards policy- and decision-makers, practitioners, and academics. The summar-

ies are written by experts with the criteria, style and methodology available on the website. Funding is from the European 

Commission’s European Refugee Fund and Fundamental Rights and Citizenship Programme of the European Union, with 

additional coordination, partnership, or management by the Irish Refugee Council, European Council on Refugees and 

Exiles, and the Hungarian Helsinki Committee. The database can be searched in English and the original language of the 

decision; the website interface is only in English, but there is broad information available in the national languages of each 

country.  

 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC): The Red Cross was created in 1863 to protect and assist victims of 

armed conflict through direct action and humanitarian actions, such as encouraging international treaties starting with 

the 1949 Geneva Conventions. The ICRC works under the seven guiding principles for the Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Movement to ensure the International Federation and more than 190 national societies to work together: humanity, im-

partiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, unity and universality. The website allows for quick access to a 

number of topics, including refugees and displaced persons, countries and regions of particular interest, and legal topics.   

 

 
 
 

Continued page 6 
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Database Comparison                                                    continued from page 5 

 

Continued page 7 

Platform/vendor Armed Conflict Database European Database of Asylum Law 

For more info: https://acd.iiss.org/en http://www.asylumlawdatabase.eu/en 

Major Areas of Coverage Provides monitoring, data and analysis on 

armed conflicts worldwide, ranging from 

rebellions and insurgencies to civil wars and 

inter-state conflicts. 

Covers refugee and asylum law in Europe; 

summarizes relevant case law in English and 

the member state’s national language, and 

provides full text where available; legislation; 

regularly updated blog and news section; and 

Country Overviews outlining the legal frame-

work for each country. 

Geographic coverage 

(strengths) 

Worldwide Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Fin-

land, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 

Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Slo-

venia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, and the Unit-

ed Kingdom. Also includes the Court of Jus-

tice of the European Union and the European 

Court of Human Rights. 

Dates of coverage Data and reports from 1997-present. Also 

includes historical background information 

for each conflict. 

1994-present. 

Update frequency Timelines are updated weekly. Analysis 

reports are updated either monthly or quar-

terly. Datasets updated annually (in Febru-

ary). 

Updates with new cases are posted when 

available, often daily. 

Types of materials in-

cluded 

Data and analysis. Analysis covers political 

trends, military, and human security. 

Case summaries in accessible language cover-

ing all relevant full-text case law. Country 

Overviews outline national legal frameworks 

relating to asylum and subsidiary protection 

applications, determinations and appeals. 

Legislation covers national, European, and 

international legislation dealing with asylum 

procedures, reception conditions, qualifica-

tion, and detention. 

Number of titles Approximately 90 conflicts covered. Over 1000 summaries. 

Data included Fatalities, new refugees, returnees, total 

refugees, and internally displaced people. 

For each case: countries, date, citation, key-

words, relevant legislation, headnote, facts, 

decision & reasoning, outcome, observations/

comments, citations, and full text if available. 

Materials accessible for 

free 

Sample country reports available Free, open access online database 
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Yes/No options     

Search within full text Yes Yes 

Advanced search No No 

Limit results by publica-

tion dates 

No Yes 

Limit results by document 

type 

No Yes 

Relevance sorting Yes No 

Save searches No No 

Export citations No No 

Included in discovery sys-

tems 

No No 

Perpetual access options No No 

MARC records available No No 

PURL availability No Yes 

Mobile Friendly Yes No 

RSS or Alerts No Yes 

Platform/vendor           Armed Conflict Database               European Database of Asylum Law 



 

Organization Name UNHCR (Nadine)  International Red Cross (Earl) 

For more info: http://www.unhcr.org/ https://www.icrc.org 

Major Areas of Coverage Data, news, maps, publications, and details 

around relevant treaties & conventions related 

to the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) 

Publications, articles, news releases, b

-rolls, photos, audio, videos, maps, 

and infographics focusing on the work 

of the ICRC as well as international 

humanitarian law. 

Geographic coverage 

(strengths) 

Worldwide with current focus on Cameroon, 

Europe, Iraq, South Sudan, Syria, and Yemen. 

Worldwide with current focus on Af-

ghanistan, Central African Republic, 

Colombia, Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, Iraq, Israel and the Occupied 

Territories, Lake Chad, Mali, Nigeria, 

Philippines, Somalia, South Sudan, 

Syria, Ukraine, and Yemen. 

Dates of coverage 1950 - present (UNHCR Statistics current to 

mid-2016) 

The ICRC itself dates back to 1863. 

Except for treaties, and selective pub-

lications, videos, etc., most of the in-

formation located at the ICRC site 

encompasses the present decade. 

There are links to the ICRC’s Ar-

chives, Video News Room, and Li-

brary. 

Update frequency Data updated semi-annually; news daily. Articles, videos, and photos added on 

a weekly basis; news daily; ICRC Da-

tabases (IHL) updated as new laws 

and treaties are passed; International 

Review of the Red Cross 

quarterly. 

Types of materials included UNHCR Statistics Database; Refworld (for le-

gal, country, and policy information); map por-

tal; statistical yearbooks; organizational bro-

chures, research papers, and publications; asy-

lum trends; and archival database from UN-

HCR, International Refugee Organization, and 

High Commission for Refugees (League of Na-

tions). 

Three databases on International Hu-

manitarian Law:  1. Treaties, States 

Parties, and Commentaries 2. Custom-

ary IHL  3. ICRC National Imple-

mentation. Also, the International 

Review of the Red Cross 1869-, quar-

terly journal available online 2004--, 

and Annual Reports available 2002-. 

Types of materials include publica-

tions, articles, news releases, b-rolls, 

photos, audio, videos, maps, in-

fographics, and interviews focusing on 

the ICRC as well as international hu-

manitarian law. 

Number of titles unknown Unknown 

Data included UNHCR Statistics Database, annual statistical 

yearbooks, and data overlaid on maps in the 

map portal. 

Statistics available, depending on the 

resource. To find data, search 

“Resource Centre” using the term 

“statistics.” 

Materials accessible for free yes Varies 
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Yes/No options     

Search within full text yes Yes 

Advanced search No, but can filter after search No, for the ICRC website itself, but 

can filter after search by date, topic, 

place and document type. 

Yes, for the three IHL databases. 

Limit results by publication 

dates 

yes Yes 

Limit results by document 

type 

not from search Yes 

Relevance sorting yes Yes 

Save searches no No 

Export citations no No 

Included in discovery sys-

tems 

no No 

MARC records available no No 

PURL availability yes Yes 

Downloadable Data yes yes, with exceptions 

Mobile Friendly yes Yes 

RSS or Alerts no yes, for the ICRC Newsletter, tweets, 

and blogs. 

Organization Name                UNHCR (Nadine)          International Red Cross (Earl) 

Continued from page 8 
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 Member News and Publications 

 Awards: 

Brian Coutts, Professor and Head of the Department of Library Public Services, Western Kentucky Univer-

sity, was selected as the 2017 winner of the Isadore Gilbert Mudge Award, for his distinguished contributions 

to reference services and the library profession.  This is the RUSA division’s highest honor.  More details:  

http://rusa.ala.org/update/2017/02/brian-e-coutts-named-winner-of-rusas-isadore-gilbert-mudge-award/ 

 

 Florida State University Libraries Government Documents Depository – awarded the ProQuest/GODORT/

ALA “Documents to the People Award,” which honors the individual, library, or institution for most effec-

tively encouraging the use of government documents in support of library service.  (Mohamed Berray, Coor-

dinator for Government Information, and his colleagues.)  More details:  http://wikis.ala.org/godort/

index.php/Announcing_the_2017_GODORT_Awards_Winners 

Publications: 

 Erin Ackerman, College of New Jersey -- 

Ackerman, E. & Arbour, B. K. (2016). “I’ve got my ten peer reviewed articles, now what? How political science 

research methods textbooks teach students about scholarly context.”  Journal of Academic Librarianship, 42(5): 

612–619.  http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2016.06.009. 

 

 Lisa DeLuca, Seton Hall University – 

DeLuca, L. (2017). “United Nations: Online data repositories and resources.”  College and Research Libraries 

News, 78(1), 41-45. 

 

 Emily Ford, Portland State University -- 

Ford, E. (2016). “Opening review in LIS journals: A status report.” Journal of Librarianship and Scholarly Com-

munication, 4.  DOI: http://doi.org/10.7710/2162-3309.2148 

 Ford, E. (2017). “To badge or not to badge? From ‘Yes’ to ‘Never Again.’”  College and Research Libraries 

News, 78(1), 20-21. 

Presentations: 

 Mohamed Berray, Florida State University, presented “Curriculum Mapping: Strategies for Mapping Infor-

mation Literacy Threshold Concepts to Course Objectives in Political Science,” at the Southern Political 

Science Association Conference, New Orleans, January 12-14, 2017. 

 

Retirements: 

 

 Dennis Lambert, PPIRS News co-editor, retired as Coordinator, Collection Management from Falvey Me-

morial Library, Villanova University, in February.  He was never able to shake off his interest in political 

science following selector duties for that subject at Johns Hopkins and University of Pittsburgh. 

 

http://rusa.ala.org/update/2017/02/brian-e-coutts-named-winner-of-rusas-isadore-gilbert-mudge-award/
http://wikis.ala.org/godort/index.php/Announcing_the_2017_GODORT_Awards_Winners
http://wikis.ala.org/godort/index.php/Announcing_the_2017_GODORT_Awards_Winners
http://doi.org/10.7710/2162-3309.2148
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The ACRL 2017 Conference Attendance: First Timer’s Experience 

By Raymond Pun (first year student Success Librarian at Fresno State) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the ACRL Public Policy and International Relations Section for awarding me with the Mid-career Librarian 

Scholarship to attend this year’s ACRL conference. It was my first time attending this conference and visiting Baltimore as 

well. The conference was very refreshing, enlightening and inspiring in many levels. I felt energized to continue applying 

new teaching methods and assessments in my own work as the first year student success librarian at Fresno State in Califor-

nia. 

In this post, I’ll share briefly on some of the highlights for this conference. I was able to attend two keynote talks and en-

joyed them: David McCandless, a British data-journalist based in London and Dr. Carla Hayden, the 14th Librarian of Con-

gress. Both talks were very different but inspiring.  

 

McCandless shared several data visualization methods for his own research as a journalist. Today, a lot of people are inter-

ested in hearing more about what people are “searching for” or using the web to accomplish. McCandless focuses on the 

beauty of information and data and how they can tell meaningful stories about our lives. These ideas aren’t necessarily new 

but they add value to do the work we do as librarians, particularly those interested in assessment and data services. For 

McCandless, it all comes down to the “context” – these graphs, charts, diagrams, and visuals of big data can generate a lot 

of excitement and discussion in human behaviors but they have to be placed in the context: what are we gathering them 

for? What’s the agenda and how do we use these visuals and big data purposefully and positively? The talk was great and 

anyone who couldn’t make it to ACRL, can find similar talks on this topic on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=hOex1iU57iw 

 

Dr. Carla Hayden’s closing keynote was very inspiring. Her talk was personable, reflective, engaging and uplifting. It was 

clear she knew that all of us are in challenging times but we should be fearless and take advantage of these moments to be 

proactive and support our communities. Dr. Hayden listed some of her favorite session titles in the program such as build-

ing, transforming, and supporting communities, crowdsourcing, change management, etc. These kinds of talks were inspir-

ing since they indicated that academic libraries are heading to innovative directions. Dr. Hayden was also very thoughtful 

in the Q&A session too.  

 

Overall, in this conference, I was able to connect with so many familiar faces. From my library school days to my past insti-

tutions: NYU and NYPL, I found this conference to be successful at bringing people together. From my experiences, I was 

able to give two presentations: one on the emerging trends of the first year experience and another one on assessment prac-

tices in the FYE. Credo Reference sponsored both talks. This scholarship allowed me to attend many other sessions from 

Career Research to Open Science to Mentoring and gave me some great takeaways. I would encourage academic librarians 

to attend this conference because the topics are relevant, timely and applicable. Again, thank you to ACRL PPIRS for this 

scholarship to attend my first ACRL conference and the largest one ever (+3400 attendees)!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOex1iU57iw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOex1iU57iw
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PPIRS Executive Committee: 

 
David Schweider  (Chair, exp. June 30, 2017) 

Sarah Hogan (Vice-Chair, exp.  June 30, 2017) 

Rosalind Tedford (Past-Chairperson, exp.  June 30, 
2017) 

Brett Cloyd (Secretary, exp.  June 30, 2017) 

Sara Arnold-Garza (Member-at-Large, exp.  June 30, 
2018 
Lynn Thitchener (Member-at-Large, exp.  June 30, 
2017) 

Tracey Allen Overbey (Social Media Coordinator, 
exp.  June 30, 2018) 

Jennifer Schwartz (Webmaster, exp.  June 30, 2017) 

Lori J. Ostapowicz-Critz (Board Liaison, exp. June 
30, 2017) 

Megan R. Griffin (Staff Liaison, exp. June 30, 2017) 

PPIRS Committee Chairs: 

 
Communication and Publications - 
Chair: Mary Kathryn Oberlies, exp. 2018 

Conference Program Planning Committee, Chicago 2017, 
Co-Chairs: Brian Coutts & Marianne Ryan, exp. 2017 

Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award Committee -  
Chair: Bryan Mark Carson, exp. 2018 

Membership Committee - Chair: Erin Ackerman & Lynn Marie 
Thitchener, exp. 2018 

Nominating Committee - Chair: Kelly Janousek, exp. 2017 

Professional Development/Library Instruction Committee - 
Co-Chairs:  Kelly Janousek & Lynn Marie Thitchener, exp. 2017 

Review and Planning Committee - Chair: Jeremy Darrington, 
exp. 2017 

Vendor/Publisher Liaison & Review Committee -  
Chair: Nadine R. Hoffman, exp. 2018 

Connect with other Politics, policy and international relations Librarians --  
Join the PPIRS Discussion List 

To subscribe send an e-mail to: PPIRS-L@listserv.kent.edu  
Note: The subject line should be empty and the body of the message MUST only contain:   

Subscribe ppirs-l Firstname Lastname 

Did you know that PPIRS-L has a searchable archive? 

Archives of PPIRS-L are maintained at Kent State University and updated every week.  Messages are arranged by 
date, and searchable by keyword, with archives dating back to August 2007. To access the LPSS-L archives, point 
your Web browser to  https://listserv.kent.edu/cgi-bin/wa.exe?INDEX 
 
The PPIRS-L Archives are available only to subscribers to the PPIRS-L list.  The first time you access this URL, you 
will be prompted for your email address (as your account ID) and a password of your choice. You will need to reply 
to the email to confirm access.  

Guidelines for Contributors 
The deadline for the next edition of the PPIRS News, subject to decisions by ACRL, will be announced on the PPIRS Discus-

sion List. 

Email articles, illustrations, and correspondence to interim contact: Mary Oberlies 

Suggested length:  1– 3 pages. 

Write in short paragraphs.  Use the most direct, energetic style you can muster.  Have a point, and don’t be reluctant to 

have a point of view, too. Write as an analyst or critic, or at least as a journalist, not a booster.   

Write to be useful to the membership. The format and publication frequency make features the strength of the newsletter. 

The PPIRS listserv is the best place to post, discover, and comment on breaking events. The PPIRS website is the official re-

pository of official reports and meeting minutes. - Newsletter Archives . 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections/ppirs/acr-ppirsec
http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections/ppirs/acr-ppirsec
mailto:PPIRS-L@listserv.kent.edu
https://listserv.kent.edu/cgi-bin/wa.exe?INDEX
mailto:moberlie@gmu.edu
https://lpssacrl.wordpress.com/
http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections/lpss/lpsswebsite/publications/publications
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ACRL Instruction Section preconference @ 2017 ALA Annual Con-

ference 
The ACRL Instruction Section is offering a full-day preconference in conjunction 

with the 2017 ALA Annual Conference in Orlando on Friday, June 23, 

2017. Complete details, including descriptions, learning outcomes, and registration 

materials, are online. 

Going with (and Growing with) the Framework: Teaching Information Literacy 

with a Social Justice Lens 

Through panel presentations and hands-on workshops, develop strategies and ap-

proaches for teaching the Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education that also incorporate a social justice 

lens. The transition from the Standards to the Framework has been challenging for many librarians, especially because 

the Framework calls for a conceptual approach to information literacy instruction, instead of relying on measurable, skills

-based outcomes. Yet the Framework may provide opportunities for deeper, more transformative learning and challenge

students to think more critically about their own power and privilege, as well as the lack of certain voices, within the in-

formation ecosystem.

The preconference will focus on those ways in which the Framework overlaps, or is compatible with, critical information 

literacy – information literacy that focuses more on social justice, specifically on challenging systems and structures of 

power associated with the information ecosystem and helping students reflect upon their identities and positions within 

those systems and structures. Presentations will focus on specific frames, such as Information Has Value and Research as 

Inquiry, using contexts that range from one-shots to credit-bearing courses to curriculum design at a variety of university 

and college settings. 

Contact Margot Conahan at mconahan@ala.org or call 312-280-2522 with questions.  

Bring an ACRL Roadshow to Your Campus! 

Looking to strengthen your library’s professional skills? ACRL offers a variety of licensed 

workshops that can be brought upon request to your campus, chapter, or consortia. Led by 

expert presenters, these full-day immersive workshops are designed to engage participants 

and help academic librarians strengthen competencies in multiple areas of concentration. Contact Chase Ollis at collis@ala.org for de-

tails on pricing and how to bring a workshop to your institution. Current workshops include: 

•  Assessment in Action: Demonstrating and Communicating Library Contributions to Student Learning and Success

•  Building Your Research Data Management Toolkit: Integrating RDM into Your Liaison Work

•  Planning, Assessing, and Communicating Library Impact: Putting the Standards for Libraries in Higher Education into Action

•  Scholarly Communication: From Understanding to Engagement

•  Two Paths Converge: Designing Educational Opportunities on the Intersections of Scholarly Communication and Information Literacy

•  Using the Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education (Coming Summer 2017)

For more information about each of these workshops, including program descriptions, learning outcomes, and a sample 

schedule for the day, visit www.ala.org/acrl/licensedworkshops. 
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