About the Law and Political Science
Section
ACRL’s Law Political Science Section provides
the resources—ideas, programs, discussion
forums, networking opportunities and recognition
opportunities—to support the professional
development of political science, public policy, and
law librarians in academic and research libraries.
LPSS has 5 goals:
Serve as an education forum and information
exchange for all aspects of law and political
science librarianship.

1
2

Provide opportunities for involvement and
leadership.

3 Promote law and political science librarianship

by welcoming new members, new ideas, and
new ways of teaching and learning.

4 Reach out to teaching faculty,

through
presentations and attendance at disciplinary
conferences.

5 Collaborate and share information with other

library groups with shared interests, including
GODORT and the American Association of Law
Librarians.

How to Get Involved
Visit the Law & Political Science Section online
at http://www.ala.org/acrl/lpss. You’ll ﬁnd all the
information you need about getting involved in LPSS.

“My involvement in the LPSS community has
been a great experience and made a difference
in all aspects of my work.Working on projects
such as drafting information literacy standards
for political science has made me more aware
and involved in my profession, and made a
difference in my relationships with the teaching
faculty I work with.”
Lorena O’English
Social Sciences Reference & Instruction Librarian
Washington State University

About ACRL
The Association of College and Research Libraries
(ACRL) is the foremost organization of academic and
research librarians and other interested individuals.
ACRL is dedicated to leading academic and research
librarians and libraries in advancing learning and
scholarship.
ACRL has 17 interest-speciﬁc sections that provide
professional development through newsletters,
discussion lists, specialized programming,
preconferences, and awards.
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ACRL Sections
• African-American
Studies Librarians
• Anthropology and
Sociology
• Arts
• Asian, African, and
Middle Eastern
• College Libraries
• Community & Junior
College Libraries
• Distance Learning
• Education and
Behavioral Sciences
• Instruction

• Law and Political
Science
• Literatures in English
• Rare Books and
Manuscripts
• Science and
Technology
• Slavic and East
European
• University Libraries
• Western European
Studies
• Women’s Studies

How to Join ACRL and the Law and Political
Science Section
ACRL dues include two section memberships at no
additional cost. If you have questions about ACRL
membership or would like more information on
becoming an ACRL member, please contact us by
phone or e-mail. To join ACRL, complete a paper
application, call one of our courteous membership
specialists at (800) 545-2433 (press 5), or visit
www.ala.org/acrl and click “Join ACRL.”

Advancement
Professionalism
Unique community
Specialized resources
Recognition
The Law & Political Science Section is an educational
forum and information exchange for librarians with an
interest or subject expertise in law or political science.
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Visit the Law & Political Science Section online at
http://www.ala.org/acrl/lpss.

Law and Political Science Section

“As a new librarian I researched several
ACRL and ALA sections before I decided
where I wanted to get involved. I speciﬁcally

What do members of the Law and Political
Science Section do?

What are the beneﬁts of joining the
Law and Political Science Section?

chose LPSS because of the smaller

Participate in committees, task forces and projects

Advancement

much sooner than if I joined one of the

LPSS members are active in committees and task

larger ACRL sections. I also chose LPSS

forces that provide valuable opportunities to

because of the broad, multidisciplinary

that support the work of law and political science
librarians. Members are encouraged to attend and
present at political science association conferences.

Plan conference programs and events highlighting
issues and resources on political, public policy, legal,
and higher education-oriented topics.

Share information and ideas through conference
programs and discussion groups, committee meetings,
email lists, online chats, and other communication
means.

Produce useful and relevant resources for academic
law and political science librarians, including topical
resource lists linked to programs.

participate, publish, and lead.

membership.[period], I knew I could
participate on committees and programs

focus of politics, public policy, government
information and law.”
Cathy Carpenter
Public Policy Librarian
Georgia Institute of Technology

Professionalization
LPSS committee areas include library instruction,
vendor and publisher reviews, conference planning
and other relevant responsibilities that allow law
and political science librarians to expand their skills
and knowledge bases.

Specialized Resources
The LPSS News is a biannual newsletter that

Unique Community

keeps members in touch with each other. and

LPSS offers the opportunity to become part of an

topical chats are periodically scheduled via

engaged and active community. New librarians

ALA’s Online Community to help members to

can take advantage of the section’s mentoring

communicate directly outside of conferences. The

program. LPSS activities at ALA conferences

LPSS website includes disciplinary resources and

include programs, discussion sections, membership

information on current projects, including vendor

meetings and socials. Members can join the LPSS

database and other reviews, the Political Science

“I attended my ﬁrst LPSS session at ALA

listserv, a thriving exchange on law and political

Research Competency Guidelines and associated

Midwinter 2006 - San Antonio and thought it

science librarians which allows members to

publications.

the most worthwhile session I attended at the

share experiences, resources, and expertise as a

Network with other librarians with similar interests,
sharing issues, questions, and solutions.

conference. I found the opportunity to discuss
and explore issues in a small and highly

virtual community. To subscribe send e-mail to:

relevant group invaluable; was wowed by the

Listserver@lists.acs.ohio-state.edu. The subject line

expertise, in-depth knowledge and wisdom of

should be empty and the body of the message

the members and was most grateful for their

MUST only contain: Subscribe lpss-l Firstname

willingness to share.”

Lastname.
Jenny Mendelsohn

Recognition
LPSS sponsors the Marta Lange/CQ Press Award,
an annual award recognizing academic or law
librarians who make distinguished contributions
to bibliography and information service in law or
political science.

Head, Reference and Research Services
Robarts Library, University of Toronto
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