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Message from the  PPIRS Chair 
David Schwieder, University of Florida 

Greetings, 

     As we move into 2018, we are completing our second full term as the Politics, Pol-

icy and International Relations Section (PPIRS). While most of the “heavy lifting” 

has been finished for some time now, it’s surprising how many details are involved in 

changing the name of an ACRL section. Fortunately, most of these seem to be tied 

up by now—PPIRS we are! 
 

  The 2017 ALA Annual in Chicago featured several interesting and important 

events: 

 

  The executive and general membership meetings laid out future programmatic 

plans focusing primarily on a section version of the Framework for Information Lit-

eracy, as well as membership events involving webinars on fake news and hosting 

controversial speakers on campus. 
 

  Brian Coutts and the Conference Program Planning Committee put together an 

excellent Annual program; “Protest and Preservation” which took advantage of the 

Chicago location and Chicago history to explore how we preserve the records of pro-

test movements in an age of social media. The event had an overflow crowd of al-

most 200. 
 

  Indeed, Brian’s contributions go well beyond our section. The 2017 Annual saw him 

receive RUSA’s Isadore Gilbert Mudge award, RUSA’s highest honor, for his distin-

guished contributions to reference services. Congratulations Brian! 
 

  PPIRS also revived an older LPSS tradition, holding a Friday night joint social 

event with ANSS. Attendance was good, and a good time was had by all. 
 

  February 2018 will mark the second year of another new PPIRS tradition, a virtual 

Midwinter meeting. No formal section meetings will be held in Denver, but we have 

reserved a meeting room in case any section members wish to gather to discuss sec-

tion business or socialize.   
 

  Moving forward, we will be focusing on the agenda from 2017 Annual, and on ef-

forts to help ACRL realize its plan for excellence. A meeting will be scheduled to dis-

cuss these sometime in October, so an email will be coming with a notice about that. 
 

  As always, thanks to all the section members who give so freely of their time and 

effort. For all members, I hope things are going well, and continued best wishes for 

the future. 

http://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/
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Section Business 

A: Executive Committee Meeting 

Saturday, June 24, 2017 

Draft Minutes 

Attendees: Erin Ackerman, Amanda Binder, Bryan Carson, Brett Cloyd, Brian Coutts, Kelly Janousek, 

Victoria Mitchell, Jennifer Schwartz, Dave Schwieder, Earl Shumaker, Rosalind Tedford, and Elizabeth 

White. 

 

1.       Report on 2017 Virtual Midwinter Meeting. Minutes were approved. It was noted that ALA is 

switching from ALA Connect to new system. EBMS was an early adopter and has switched. 

 

2.       Name Change. The switch from LPSS to PPIRS appears to be complete. There was some snafu 

surrounding the listing of the conference schedule. Communications and Publications are still working on 

brochure and working with the ACRL Office. 

 

3.       Membership (Erin). PPIRS now has 460 members, up from @400. Dave thanked Erin for all her 

hard work getting the word out and promoting PPIRS. Erin mentioned her participation in the 

ACRL101 conference program to recruit new members. 

 

4.       Statistical Sources on the Web: The Grace York Collection. (Dave). Discussion. At Midwinter, 

Chad Kahl said he still wanted to work on it. The Professional Development Committee will talk with 

Chad. There might be some interest in using ACRL’s instance of LibGuides to host a newly organized 

tool. There may also be interest in shifting from WordPress to LibGuides for the PPIRS web presence. 

 

5.       Framework for Information Literacy. (Dave). Issues surrounding the shift from the standards to 

the framework were discussed. There’s interest from ACRL in how the section can incorporate the 

Framework.  Bryan mentioned AACU’s Leap Value Rubrics. Dave pointed out LPSS’s attempt to write 

standards for the section had focused on artful pasting of “Political Science” into the Standards. RBMS, 

WGSS, and EBSS are working on their response to the Framework. Elizabeth mentioned an interest in 

working on PPIRS contributions. Dave mentioned the ACRL Leadership Meeting that highlighted a 

Civics approach to Information Literacy which would be directly relevant to PPIRS and help develop 

better educated citizens.  Discussion also focused on specific things PPIRS could offer that would help 

membership regarding Information Literacy. Ideas included: a webinar on Fake News, and hosting con-

troversial speakers on campus, 

6.       Marta Lange Award Winner. Julie Leuzinger is this year’s winner. A ceremony will be held at the 

Sage/CQ booth at the Exhibit Hall at 3 p.m. Sunday, June 25th. The Executive Committee talked about 

venue and setting for the award ceremony, feeling there might be some middle ground between an Ex-

hibit Booth and a larger reception. The idea of sharing an awards ceremony with another section was 

floated – Awards chairs could get in touch and explore this option. 

 

7.       Conference Program. “Protest and Preservation.” Brian distributed a program flyer and give an 

introduction to the program. 

 

http://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics
http://libguides.naz.edu/c.php?g=626455&p=4368753
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8.       Brian Coutts wins Top RUSA award. Congratulations to Brian! 

 

9.       Look Ahead to 2017-18. Do more with data librarianship. Scholarship options for librarians 

 

10.   Adjourned 

 

B. General Membership Meeting 

General Membership Meeting 

Saturday, June 24, 2017 

Draft Minutes 

 

Attendees: Erin Ackerman, Mohamed Berray, Bryan Carson, Brett Cloyd, Lori Critz, Jeremy Darrington, 

Emily Ford, Jae Hee Jeong, LeRoy LaFleur, Victoria Mitchell, Jennifer Schwartz, Dave Schwieder. 

 

1.       Report on 2017 Virtual Midwinter Meeting. Minutes were approved. 

 

2.       Consolidate Executive Committee and Membership Meeting in 2018. The meetings had overlapping 

agenda items and attendees. The Executive Committee should consider making this change for next year. 

 

3.       ACRL Board Rep (Lori). The ACRL Board had not yet met. Zoom subscription is now available for 

ACRL. ALA Connect upgrade is coming soon. An action plan for Libraries new roles and changing land-

scape is forthcoming. One new role will be addressed: OERs are building support. An awards task force is 

developing a proposal to direct awards offered by the Association. It will offer a support structure and fo-

cus on awards with a minimum award of $1,000. Non-cash awards are still important and give librarians 

an opportunity to receive recognition from their peers. The Information Literacy standards have been re-

scinded and a lot of discussions are taking place. A sandbox for content is available, including teaching 

materials. Campuses who had accepted the standards are stepping back to see what’s next. 

 

4.       Using the Framework for PPIRS. This is an opportune time for the section, with current events, ques-

tions of evidence, facts and fake news. A working group that looks at issues and provide examples would be help-

ful. Mohammed provided Roles and Strengths of Teaching Librarians. Also Mohammed discussed a presenta-

tion he gave to APSA’s Teaching and Learning Conference that generated some very good conversation. There’s 

interest in reaching out to political science faculty to see what information literacy means to them, and what 

kinds of student outcomes would be desirable. It might be valuable to do some curriculum mapping and study 

library’s roles in Political Science Education. Next steps need to be taken. 

5.       Name Change. The switch from LPSS to PPIRS appears to be complete. There was some snafu sur-

rounding the listing of the conference schedule. Communications and Publications are still working on 

brochure and working with the ACRL Office. 

 

6.       Communications. Members are encouraged to post more to the section’s social media platforms. 

Kahl continues to express interest is curating Grace York’s collection. 

 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/teachinglibrarians


Page 4 PPIRS News 33:1 

7.       Membership (Erin). PPIRS now has 460 members, up from @400. Dave thanked Erin for all her 

hard work getting the word out and promoting PPIRS. Erin mentioned her participation in the 

ACRL101 conference program to recruit new members. Hein Online sponsored the PPIRS joint happy 

hour with ANSS. The PPIRS social event at ACRL Baltimore was also well attended.  Consider a news-

letter article about membership in PPIRS, its value, purpose, etc.? A chance to introduce people to the 

newly constructed section. There was also discussion about the section list-serv which includes non-

members. Erin will work to let new members know about the list – we are not able to add all new mem-

bers to the list. 

 

8.       Statistical Sources on the Web: The Grace York Collection. (Dave). Discussion. Michigan has 

moved some content to Libguides. Jeremy’s data collection pages have a lot of useful, current con-

tent.  Chad Kahl continues to express interest is curating Grace York’s collection. 

9.       Marta Lange Award Winner. Julie Leuzinger is this year’s winner. A ceremony will be held at the 

Sage/CQ booth at the Exhibit Hall at 3 p.m. Sunday, June 25th. The membership talked about venue and 

setting for the award ceremony, feeling there might be some middle ground between an Exhibit Booth 

and a larger reception. The idea of sharing an awards ceremony with another section was floated – 

Awards chairs could get in touch and explore this option. 

 

10.   Conference Program. “Protest and Preservation.” Brian distributed a program flyer and give an in-

troduction to the program. 

11.   Brian Coutts wins Top RUSA award. Congratulations to Brian! 

 

12.   Look Ahead to 2017-18. Do more with data librarianship. Scholarship options for librarians. 

 

 

Academic Library Impact: Improving Practice and Essential Areas to Research  

 

Developed for ACRL by OCLC Research, Academic Library Impact: Improving Practice and Essential 

Areas to Research is a new, valuable resource investigating how libraries 

can increase student learning and success and effectively communicate 

their value to higher education stakeholders. The full report is freely availa-

ble for download on the ACRL website. This action-oriented research agen-

da includes: 

a report on all project phases and findings; 

a detailed research agenda based on those findings; 

a visualization component that filters relevant literature and creates 

graphics that can communicate library value to stakeholders; 

a bibliography of the literature analyzed; 

and a full bibliography of the works cited and reviewed. 

http://scholar.princeton.edu/jdarring/research-guides
http://libguides.naz.edu/c.php?g=626455&p=4368753
http://www.ala.org/acrl/sites/ala.org.acrl/files/content/publications/whitepapers/academiclib.pdf
http://www.ala.org/acrl/sites/ala.org.acrl/files/content/publications/whitepapers/academiclib.pdf
http://experimental.worldcat.org/valresearch
http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/themes/works-cited.pdf
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Librarians new to collection development in the are-

as of interest to the PPIRS (political science, public 

policy, law, international relations, etc.) often grap-

ple with a broad range of questions: electronic ver-

sus print, processes, government publications, and 

collection policies for selection for monographic col-

lections. The Vendor/Publisher Liaison Committee 

pulled together a short introductory guide to help 

new(er) librarians and serve as a reminder in the 

evolving world of collection development for more 

seasoned librarians. This piece will focus on firm or-

ders, or specific individual purchases. The examples 

in this article are intended to help with acquiring 

standard or most important titles to your patrons; 

niche or rarer items require more specialized acquisi-

tion practices.  

Electronic-Preferred Collection Models  

 The past five years has seen a considerable increase 

to the e-preferred model of collection acquisition in 

libraries, in which libraries will purchase an elec-

tronic copy rather than a print copy of material 

whenever possible. Book vendors often provide an e-

option to customers when a title is available in an 

electronic format. As libraries collect materials from 

numerous publishers and vendors, we can often 

choose the platform. One of the most significant op-

tions is the number of simultaneous users where, de-

pending on the publisher/vendor, a title might be 

available for a single use at a time, or can allow an 

unlimited number of users. The e-resource is some-

times printable, but not always in its entirety; for 

example, some licenses allow only two chapters or a 

maximum number of pages available for printing. 

 Criteria for e-preferred content is at the discretion 

of the library, but is often a patron initiated request. 

Many of the hard sciences prefer electronic re-

sources, especially for reference materials. Within 

the fields of political science and law, researchers are 

divided regarding electronic versus print access to 

monographs. However, here too, many faculty and 

users prefer electronic material for reference works. 

 Along with traditional collections development 

models where librarians make purchasing decisions, 

Demand Driven Acquisition (DDA) or Patron Driv-

en Acquisition (PDA), is another option available to 

libraries. A title is automatically purchased when a 

patron triggers it. Currently, this model usually al-

lows publishers to push content to a library’s discov-

ery system or catalog; thus, patrons can browse all 

items available to them whether or not the library 

has already purchased it or will order it when re-

quested. The user can then find the title in question 

and initiate a purchase. The details of implementa-

tion vary by institutions and their ability to imple-

ment a DDA model for acquisitions. 

 DDA has both fans and critics. DDA selection can 

be unpredictable, which has the potential to impact 

the library budget in concerning ways. However, 

vendors have the ability to limit the number of 

DDA selections within a specific time frame (such as 

at year end) or within a subject area. Libraries can 

also create log-in requirements for DDA, thus ensur-

ing that only students/faculty are requesting materi-

als for purchase. 

Ordering Processes 

 Managing a library collection, no matter the size of 

the institution, can be a daunting task. As with 

many aspects of librarianship, there is no clear way 

to do this successfully. It is, however, always funda-

mental to know your population, what they do, and 

what they need. 

Monograph Order Tips  
Nadine Hoffman (University of  Calgary), Nicholas Wyant (Indiana University Libraries),  

Earl Shumaker (Waubonsee Community College), and Allison Gofman (Tufts University) 

on behalf  of  the Vendor/Publisher Liaison Committee 
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 There are currently two book vendors that serve 

the majority of libraries in North America: Coutts 

and GOBI. Amazon or the institution’s book store 

may also be used in some cases, particularly for 

smaller libraries, but currently do not offer the same 

level of customization available from the traditional 

vendors. 

 Both GOBI and Coutts offer librarians assistance in 

dealing with monographic selection. One of the first 

tasks a new(er) librarian should explore is to study 

their approval plan. Approval plans are selected are-

as of publication highlighted and chosen as im-

portant to your collection, organized by Library of 

Congress call number. For instance, as a political 

science librarian, you would want to ask for some-

thing more granular than just “all of the J” Library 

of Congress publications. This would surely cause 

you to get a personal visit from the head of catalog-

ing, accounting, and director, probably all in the 

same day! If your position does not already have a 

set approval plan in place, there is likely someone in 

your institution or consortium who does and can 

help.  

 A book approval plan enables your institution to 

get titles that fit pre-approved parameters shipped 

directly, without any additional ordering. These 

plans can be customized down to smallest of details. 

The warning here is not to be either too broad or too 

narrow. Since these plans are ongoing, they also 

have the ability to use up more of your book budget, 

so caution is always advised before modifying them. 

 Approval plans can also provide  notifications of 

new publications, sometimes called slips. The use of 

‘slips’ is a hold-over from the huge stacks of physical 

paper slips librarians received on a weekly basis of 

new titles published in their subject areas. Notifica-

tions can also be tailored for individual collecting 

parameters. Notifications also include information 

about what format options are available, either 

print or electronic (and which platforms). Unlike 

approval plans, slips require a librarian to go 

through item by item selecting titles to purchase.  

 The most important advice for new(er) librarian is 

to ask questions. As you might guess, vendors are 

eager to discuss options with librarians and can of-

ten be quite helpful. Aside from vendors, your col-

leagues, especially those at your institution but also 

anyone you know in the professional world, can be 

an excellent source of information and advice.  

Government Publishers 

 Most government documents are not available 

through private vendors, so direct contact with the 

governmental body issuing documents is usually 

necessary. This piece will introduce resources, tools, 

and tips for locating and acquiring government doc-

ument using the U.S. Government, the United 

Kingdom, and the United Nations as examples. 

Since most government publications are now availa-

ble digitally, online tools for accessing and acquiring 

publications are more readily available. 

United States 

 The following resources are the main sources to con-

sult for United States government documents: 

Catalog of United States Government Publica-

tions (https://catalog.gpo.gov/F),USA.gov

(https://www.usa.gov/), 

USA.gov (https://www.usa.gov/),  

Direct websites of specific government agencies 

(https://www.usa.gov/federal-agencies/a), 

US Government Bookstore (https://

bookstore.gpo.gov/) for print copies of US 

government publications, and 

FDsys (www.gpo.gov/fdsys/), formerly known as 

GPO Access, for digital access to official US 

Federal Government publications. 

United Kingdom  

Government documents from other countries are 

also available for purchase. For the UK, the two 

main sites are:   

 

https://catalog.gpo.gov/F),USA.gov(https:/www.usa.gov/)
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F),USA.gov(https:/www.usa.gov/)
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F),USA.gov(https:/www.usa.gov/)
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.usa.gov/federal-agencies/a
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/
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 Gov.UK (https://www.gov.uk/government/

publications) and. 

The Stationary Office (TSO) (http://

www.tso.org.uk/) 

United Nations  

 Digital United Nations publications are available 

from its homepage (http://www.un.org/). The UN 

has a bookstore located at (https://shop.un.org/). 

Some UN Bodies have similar but separate lists. 

Some of the more popular sales publications are 

available for purchase through the on-line systems 

described under the “How to Order and the Order-

ing Process” section. 

Tips for New(er) Librarians 

How do I set up my approval plan(s)? 

 When reviewing your existing plan(s) and the titles 

that arrive in your library, make notes on the titles 

you no longer wish to receive automatically (e.g., 

multiple copies, expensive titles, publisher, country 

of publication, popular rather than academic) and 

titles for which you wish to receive instead of need-

ing to place a firm order. This information will start 

the conversation with your technical services col-

leagues and/or your Gobi and Coutts sales represent-

atives, depending on your institutional processes.  

For a new librarian or a librarian with a new subject 

assignment requiring a person to acquire govern-

ment information, what are some tips to be effective 

in acquiring US, UK, and UN government publica-

tions? 

 A high priority should be given to analyzing the 

overall library’s political science and government 

collections for strengths and weaknesses.  For exam-

ple, the library catalog will provide information on 

relevant program areas to focus the political science 

and government collections. This analysis should 

include a look at circulation statistics to show heavy 

used existing titles and a review of any collection 

development policies relating to relevant area(s) of 

responsibility. If no collection policy already exists, 

the ALA website has links to useful collection devel-

opment sites (for example, a Collection Develop-

ment forum for academics at http://www.ala.org/

tools/atoz/Collection%20Development/

collectiondevelopment). 

How do I find my sales representative? 

 Ask your liaison and technical services colleagues or 

check your predecessor's files to determine relevant 

company names and the last known sales repre-

sentative’s name and contact details. If that infor-

mation cannot be found, phone or e-mail the compa-

ny's customer or technical services help desk. Keep 

notes and follow up in a few days, if needed. You 

can also get this information by visiting booths at 

conference exhibit halls (e.g., ALA Midwinter, ALA 

Annual, or ACRL).  

Conclusion 

 A new(er) librarian should prioritize learning the 

collection of their new institution. In order for that 

collection to remain relevant, all players that could 

have a direct or indirect impact on the collection 

should be consulted. Liaisons with teaching faculty 

and library colleagues can be useful sources of input. 

From a professional perspective, joining academic 

and subject-oriented listservs and professional asso-

ciations provide excellent opportunities for profes-

sional development for collection development. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications
http://www.tso.org.uk/
http://www.tso.org.uk/
http://www.un.org/
https://shop.un.org/
http://www.ala.org/tools/atoz/Collection%20Development/collectiondevelopment
http://www.ala.org/tools/atoz/Collection%20Development/collectiondevelopment
http://www.ala.org/tools/atoz/Collection%20Development/collectiondevelopment


Member News and Publications 

 
BRETT CLOYD (University of Iowa Libraries) has been promoted to Team Leader, International and 

Area Studies. In addition, he received his library’s Arthur Benton University Librarian's award, which is 

“given annually to recognize a member of the University Libraries’ staff who is fully dedicated to further-

ing the libraries’ mission and outreach through exceptional commitment and leadership.”  

 

EMILY FORD (Portland State University Branford Price Millar Library) has promoted to Associate Pro-

fessor with indefinite tenure, and enjoys the new title of Urban & Public Affairs Librarian. 

 

NADINE HOFFMAN (University of Calgary Bennett Jones Law Library ) has published two new arti-

cles: 

Nadine Hoffman, Susan Beatty, Patrick Feng, & Jennifer Lee, "Teaching research skills through 

embedded librarianship", 45(2) Reference Services Review 211-226 (2017), https://doi.org/10.1108/

RSR-07-2016-0045 

Nadine Hoffman, “Effective Indigenous Terminology in Canadian Legal Research for the Arctic.” 

ICASS-IX: International Congress on Arctic Social Sciences, Umea, Sweden, June 9, 2017. Availa-

ble at http://hdl.handle.net/1880/52147 
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Report from the ALA Rep  

to the IFLA Standing Committee of  the Social Sciences Libraries Section  
Lynda Kellam (University of NC at Greensboro ) 

 

In August, I attended the IFLA World Library and Information Congress (https://2017.ifla.org/) in 

Wroclaw, Poland. 

As an incoming member of the IFLA Social Science Libraries Standing Committee for ACRL's social sci-

ence sections, I will be one of the representatives for PPIRS, ANSS, and EBSS from 2017 - 2021. I had the 

opportunity to meet with librarians from all over the world and learn about a wide range of activities. In 

addition, the conference featured a few continuing education opportunities, such as the Social Science Li-

braries Section's (https://www.ifla.org/social-science-libraries) excellent workshop on ethnographic re-

search conducted by Celia Emmelheinz, Anthropology and Qualitative Research Librarian at UC Berke-

ley, and Lynne S. Connaway, Senior Research Scientist and Director of User Research at OCLC. Also, 

check out the website https://www.ifla.org/node/11814 for a brief run down of some of the conference 

events. I’ll officially be on the SSL Standing Committee at the next IFLA WLIC in Kuala Lumpur, Ma-

laysia and will report out to PPIRS any activities of interest. Let me know if you have questions about 

IFLA or the conference at lmkellam@uncg.edu. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1108/RSR-07-2016-0045
https://doi.org/10.1108/RSR-07-2016-0045
http://hdl.handle.net/1880/52147
https://2017.ifla.org/
https://www.ifla.org/social-science-libraries
https://www.ifla.org/node/11814
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I was able to attend the recent annual meeting of the 

American Political Science Association in San Fran-

cisco, California at the end of August. I know that 

I’m incredibly fortunate to work at a library that 

still has a travel budget, so I wanted to share some 

of my takeaways from APSA 2017 for those of you 

who weren’t able to go. 

 

 With more than 1000 sessions presenting work from 

across all subfields (represented by more than 55 or-

ganized sections in the association), the APSA annu-

al meeting is a great opportunity to keep tabs on 

what’s happening across the discipline. With so 

many options, choosing what to attend can feel a bit 

overwhelming. My approach is to focus on three 

types of sessions. First, I look for sessions that high-

light what appear to be broader trends in the disci-

pline, so I can stay tuned in to emerging needs for 

collections or support for students and faculty in my 

department. Second, I look for sessions that inter-

sect with issues of interest to libraries. And third, I 

like to choose a smattering of substantive panels 

across different subfields, partly to learn about new 

methods and data sources and sometimes just be-

cause the topic sounds interesting. Often, these are 

panels where faculty or students from my own de-

partment are presenting, which helps me keep up to 

date with what they’re working on. 

 

 In terms of broader trends in the discipline, two is-

sues stood out to me. First, there has been considera-

ble discussion in political science over the past sever-

al years on the topic of promoting transparency and 

replication of research. For those of you who haven’t 

been following this area, there has been a great deal 

of heated debate about changes to APSA’s ethics 

guidelines intended to promote openness, replica-

tion, and research transparency in political science. 

For background on this debate over Data Access & 

Research Transparency (DA-RT), see the official 

website https://www.dartstatement.org/, as well as 

the many responses posted at https://

dialogueondart.org/. Much of the most interesting 

deliberation is happening in the realm of qualitative 

methods: https://www.qualtd.net/. 

 I attended several panels about the implications of 

this on-going debate for academic publishing, data 

archiving and sharing, and the development of re-

search methods, and ethics. Some of the interesting 

topics discussed included: 

 will data archiving/sharing policies and norms 

create a bias against certain kinds of scholarship 

being produced or published? 

 

 Advances in computer science have shown that 

the risk for re-identification of research subjects 

is much higher than was previously supposed. 

What are the risks to researchers and subjects of 

collecting, let alone archiving, data on human 

subjects? Are they calculable beforehand? 

 

 A lot of important work in political science is de-

scriptive, exploratory, and interpretive. How will 

this debate affect this work? Are we becoming so 

fixated on causation and its problems that we 

risk excluding other kinds of work essential to 

the discipline? 

 Another broad trend in the discipline is the increas-

ing application of computational social science tools 

to political science topics. For example, one panel 

focused on applying computational neural network 

approaches to automatically classify images and vid-

eo for political themes and symbols. One challenge 

to this research is the lack of multimedia collections 

with structured metadata identifying political topics 

that can be used as training sets for the models (an 

area where libraries could help?).  

I also attended a panel with a trio of papers trying 

to investigate how political “bots” on social media 

are used for “astroturfing”—fake grassroots move-

APSA 2017, San Francisco, CA  
Jeremy Darrington (Princeton University Library) 

https://www.dartstatement.org/
https://dialogueondart.org/
https://dialogueondart.org/
https://www.qualtd.net/
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-ments meant to sway opinion. (Interesting fact: 

40% of all accounts tweeting on any given day in 

Russia in 2015 were bots.) They discussed a variety 

of methods for trying to computationally identify 

bot content among millions of tweets—not an easy 

task, as it turns out—including training computer 

models on a verified set of bots deployed by South 

Korean intelligence services that were exposed via 

an election scandal. 

 

 This issue of media literacy and “fake news” is an 

area of overlapping interest to political scientists 

and librarians. There were a number of panels inves-

tigating different facets of this topic. In one panel 

on how media funding affects fake news, representa-

tives of major news outlets revealed that the top 

quality news sources are in a much more stable envi-

ronment than a few years ago, because people are 

increasingly willing to pay for quality reporting. 

Their big competition is not from other news organi-

zations, but rather against cat videos, games on peo-

ple’s phones, and the plethora of media choices 

(read distractions) people now have access to. It’s a 

war for attention. Other panels featured research on 

fact-checking and its impact on political knowledge 

and behavior. One study found that 70-90% of 

statements are fact checked by only a single organi-

zation, who tend to use their own previous reporting 

as the evidentiary standard for their ratings. Obvi-

ously, this raises concerns about bias and subjectivi-

ty. Another study combined a survey with a pro-

gram that tracked users’ online web visits (with con-

sent) to estimate that fully one quarter of American 

adults saw at least one fake news article in the 2016 

election, including 40% of all Trump supporters. 

Tellingly, 25% of study participants also read at 

least one fact checking article, but none read a fact 

check that applied to a fake news article they’d ac-

tually read. 

 

 There were many other interesting panels showcas-

ing an amazing range of research being done in this 

vibrant discipline—the role of money in American 

politics (2% of all super PACs raise 73% of all dona-

tions), ideas for encouraging civic engagement on 

campus (APSA has a new book out Teaching Civic 

Engagement Across the Disciplines, available as a 

free download with accompanying resources), and 

attitudes toward immigration (black immigrants to 

the US resist assimilation to avoid discrimination 

against African Americans by using visible markers, 

especially clothes, that telegraph their foreign iden-

tity). 

 I wish that more libraries had the funding and the 

foresight to invest in their subject liaisons by send-

ing them to the professional meetings of the disci-

plines they represent. It’s a valuable form of profes-

sional development. Not only do I learn a lot about 

what’s going on in political science, but I end up 

seeing many of my faculty and students at the con-

ference. The faculty and students I see are delighted 

that I’m at the conference at all and especially that 

I take an interest in their work (everyone likes to see 

a friendly and familiar face when they present, 

don’t they?). My attendance at the conference 

builds disciplinary knowledge and relationships, and 

both of these are essential to the work of a liaison. 

Call for Award Nominations  

Excellence in Academic Libraries Award: $3,000 and a plaque 

Academic/Research Librarian of the Year: $5,000 and a plaque,  

Generously sponsored by GOBI Library Solutions from EBSCO 

DEADLINE: December 1, 2017 

More information about these and all other ACRL award opportunities 

can be found on the ACRL website: http://www.ala.org/acrl/awards or by contacting Chase Ollis at (312) 

280-2521 or collis@ala.org 

http://web.apsanet.org/teachingcivicengagement/
http://web.apsanet.org/teachingcivicengagement/
https://gobi.ebsco.com/
http://www.ala.org/acrl/awards
mailto:collis@ala.org
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BRIAN COUTTS WINS ISADORE GILBERT MUDGE AWARD 

Brian E. Coutts, Professor and Head of the Department of Library Public Services 

at Western Kentucky University, was selected as the 2017 winner of the Isadore 

Gilbert Mudge Award, RUSA’s [Reference and User Services Association] highest 

honor, for his distinguished contributions to reference services and the library pro-

fession. Sponsored by Credo Reference, the award consists of $5,000 and a citation.  

The RUSA release recounts Coutts’s career spanning over thirty years, during 

which he has established a prominent legacy of reviewing and authoring reference 

books, essays, and articles, including the annually selected, widely-read and highly valued, “Best Refer-

ence” in Library Journal. Coutts’s research interests include reference publishing for print and web re-

sources, history reference sources, travel on the web, the history of Spanish Louisiana, the history of Be-

lize, and much more. A complete list of published and forthcoming works can be found at http://

people.wku.edu/brian.coutts/. 

The Isadore Gilbert Mudge Award selection committee unanimously selected Coutts “for his enthusiastic 

advocacy for reference, his passion for librarianship, and his superb writing and reviewing of reference 

sources.”  

2017 MARTA LANGE/SAGE-CQ PRESS AWARD 

 

Julie A. Leuzinger, associate librarian and head of library learning ser-

vices at the University of North Texas, has been awarded the 2017 Asso-

ciation of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) Politics, Policy, and 

International Relations Section (PPIRS) Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press 

Award. The award, established in 1996 by the ACRL Law and Political 

Science Section (LPSS), honors an academic or law librarian who has 

made distinguished contributions to bibliography and information service 

in law or political science. 

“The committee selected Leuzinger because of her outstanding record of public service and civic engage-

ment,” said award chair Bryan M. Carson, professor and coordinator of research instruction, grants, and 

assessment at Western Kentucky University. “As a profession, librarians have always been connected to 

the community. What really stood out in her application is the outstanding way she fused her profes-

sional knowledge and skills with service to the community. Julie’s work is the embodiment of a profes-

sional in the mold of Marta Lange. Her record of outreach is something that we should all strive to at-

tain.” 

“Leuzinger has an impressive array of publications, presentations, and professional service dealing with 

reference services and legal issues, and has been recognized for her work with the Denton League of 

Women Voters, serving as the vice president of community relations, a deputized voter registrar, and 

helping to create the local Voter’s Guide,” continued Carson. “She has also been active in numerous oth-

er professional associations, including the American Political Science Association, the Texas Library As-

sociation, the American Association of Law Libraries, and the Southwestern Association of Law Librari-

ans.” [from ALA news release] 

http://people.wku.edu/brian.coutts/
http://people.wku.edu/brian.coutts/
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Introduction 

 

The publication of American legal scholarship is 

significantly different from the publication of 

scholarship in other academic disciplines. In most 

disciplines, scholarship is published primarily in 

peer-reviewed journals. By contrast, legal scholar-

ship is published primarily in student-edited jour-

nals or “law reviews” associated with law schools. 

While student-edited law journals typically have 

faculty advisors, the degree of faculty involvement 

varies, and student editors exercise substantial edi-

torial independence. 

 

Our article presents an empirical study of the cop-

yright practices of student-edited law journals, 

based on a 24-question survey sent to the over-

whelming majority of United States law journals, 

focusing on copyright ownership and fair use. Our 

study finds that many student law journal editors 

are have adopted copyright policies that are incon-

sistent with the expectations of legal scholars and 

the copyright doctrine. Specifically, many student-

edited law journals have adopted copyright poli-

cies that preclude open-access publishing and pro-

hibit the fair use of copyrighted materials. In addi-

tion, it appears that some student-edited law jour-

nals may not understand their own copyright poli-

cies. 

 

Description of Survey and Responses 

 

To collect descriptive information about the  copy-

right practices of law journals, our study utilized a 

23-question ordinal response survey sent to stu-

dent-edited national law journals with publicly 

available contact information. The survey instru-

ment captured a variety of law journal copyright 

practices, including publication agreements, re-

publication policies, and fair use policies. The sur-

vey response period ran from January 2015 to Au-

gust 2015. Follow-up and reminder correspondence 

was sent electronically to this same law journal 

sample in March 2015 and August 2015. 

 

The responses from our survey enables us to an-

swer the following questions: 

 

1. To what extent do law journals’ practices 

illustrate: (a) a move toward open-access publi-

cation; and (b) an accurate understanding of 

the scope of copyright protection, including 

fair use? 

 

2.  To what extent is there a consensus about 

how journals decide questions that implicate 

copyright law? 

 

3.  To what extent do law journal responses 

vary, if at all, across journal content category 

and impact factor tiers ? 

 

We used descriptive analysis methods to apply 

these research questions to our survey responses 

from a representative sample of American law 

journals, in order to provide readers a straightfor-

Note from the Editors: The following contribution is the first in what is planned to be a 
continuing feature for the PPIRS Newsletter. Research of interest to PPIRS members often ap-
pears in venues that they may not normally see. Authors are invited to submit short summaries of 
their published results in hopes that our readers will find their work of value. Members are en-
couraged to notify the editors of any published work they believe merits this wider exposure. 

An Empirical Study of  Law Journal Copyright 

Practices  
Brian L. Frye, Christopher J. Ryan, Jr., and Franklin L. Runge 



-ward and current snapshot of law journal copyright 

practices. 

 

Survey Results 

 

Open-access publishing, or publication with no re-

strictions on access and few restrictions on use, is 

increasingly the norm for academic publishing. Le-

gal scholarship is unusually well suited to open-

access publishing because of its independence from 

market factors and minimal reliance on commercial 

publishers. And legal scholars have universally em-

braced open-access publishing of law journal arti-

cles. But our study shows that many student-edited 

law journals have adopted copyright policies that 

needlessly and inefficiently restrict access to legal 

scholarship. 

 

The fair use doctrine is an exception to the exclusive 

rights of copyright owners that permits certain 

“transformative” uses of original elements of copy-

righted works without the permission of the copy-

right owner. Criticism and commentary are paradig-

matic forms of transformative fair use. Accordingly, 

the use of an original element of a copyrighted work 

in a scholarly article is typically a fair use which 

does not require permission. Our study shows that 

many student-edited law journals have adopted 

copyright policies that unnecessarily require au-

thors to obtain permission for certain transforma-

tive fair uses of copyrighted works. Moreover, our 

study suggests that some journals do not under-

stand their own copyright policies, because they in-

dicated that they require or expect  authors to ob-

tain permission to make certain transformative fair 

uses of original elements of copyrighted works when 

when they almost certainly do not. 

 

In recent years, many academic, literary, and artis-

tic disciplines have developed codes of copyright 

best practices in relation to publication and fair use. 

Our study shows that many student-edited law 

journals are unfamiliar with open-access publishing 

and the fair use doctrine, and suggests that they 

would benefit from a document explaining those 

principles and how they apply to law journals. Ac-

cordingly, we recommend the development of a 

“Code of Copyright Best Practices for Law Jour-

nals” that encourages law journals to adopt copy-

right policies that are consistent with open-access 

publishing and the fair use doctrine. 

 

Conclusions 

 

In sum, our analysis suggests that legacy policies at 

law journals may create unnecessary barriers to 

open access as well as impact scholars’ abilities to 

use certain kinds of materials in their articles. This 

is evidenced by the significant number of journal 

respondents indicating that they require copyright 

transfers or exclusive copyright agreements, and do 

not permit authors to publicly disseminate their ar-

ticles prior to publication. Additionally, the re-

sponses reflect considerable confusion about when 

to seek permission from an original author to repro-

duce a copyrighted work, even for uses which would 

fall under the coverage of an educational use, indi-

cating that: (1) many journals place impediments on 

the production of scholarship by seeking permission 

from original authors of copyrighted works when 

such permission is unnecessary; (2) several journal 

respondents indicated that they did not know how 

to proceed in situations with applied copyright is-

sues involving text; and (3) journal respondents ex-

hibited great variation with regard to handling the 

republication of copyrighted images. Given these 

findings, we believe that sufficient grounds exist for 

organizing and adopting a common code of copy-

right practice among American law journals is nec-

essary. 

 

As a preliminary matter, we suggest that such a 

code of best practices should reflect the following 

principles: 

 

1. In order to promote open access to legal 

scholarship, law school administrators, faculty 

members, law librarians, and law journals 

should adopt and comply with the Durham 

Statement. 

 

2. Law journal publication agreements should 
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require copyright transfer only in order to ena-

ble publication subject to a Creative Commons 

attribution license or its equivalent. 

 

3. Law journal publication agreements should 

require only non-exclusive licenses. 

 

4. Law journal publication agreements should 

never prohibit publication or distribution with 

attribution in any form. 

 

5. Law journal publication agreements should 

encourage authors to publish their article sub-

ject to a Creative Commons attribution license 

or its equivalent. 

 

6. Law journals should encourage open access 

publication by either providing open access to 

all of the articles they publish, or by enabling 

authors to provide open access to their articles. 

 

7. Law journals should make their publication 

agreements publicly available online. 

 

8. Law journals should adopt fair use policies 

that reflect the broad scope of the fair use doc-

trine as it applies to legal scholarship. 

 

9. Law journals should not require authors to 

obtain permission to use elements of copyright-

ed works in ways that are protected by the fair 

use doctrine. 

 

10. Law journals should encourage authors to 

exert their right to use elements of copyrighted 

works under the fair use doctrine. 

 

[The full article can be accessed at 

 https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?

abstract_id=2767875] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACRL Books 

ACRL publishes a range of books to assist ac-

ademic librarians in developing their profes-

sional careers, managing their institutions, 

and increasing their awareness of develop-

ments in librarianship, providing timely, 

thought-provoking, and practical content and 

research to academic and research librarians 

worldwide. Some recent titles:  

 

The Library Assessment Cookbook 

The Self as Subject: Autoethnographic Re-

search into Identity, Culture, and Academic 

Librarianship 

Zotero: a guide for librarians, researchers and 

educators, second edition 

Creative Instructional Design: Practical Ap-

plications for Librarians 

 

Interested in writing for ACRL? Contact Erin 

Nevius, ACRL’s Content Strategist, at ene-

vius@ala.org for more information, or visit 

www.ala.org/acrl/publications/publishing to 

learn more about our book publishing pro-

gram and submit a proposal. 
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Is there an LPSS member whom you’d like to know better through a profile in the LPSS News? 

Is there a member you could profile in 500-600 words who would interest the rest of the section? 

Email your suggestions to Chelsea Nesvig. 

PPIRS Member To Know  
 

 

Chelsea Nesvig is Global and Policy Studies Librarian at the Universi-

ty of Washington Bothell & Cascadia College. This library is part of 

the University of Washington Libraries system and approximately 20 

miles north of the main UW campus.  

 

1. Why did you decide to join PPIRS? 

 

I began working as Global and Policy Studies Librarian in April 2016 

and immediately began researching how I could get more involved in 

ACRL. The PPIRS group made sense considering my liaison areas, 

and I knew I had the potential to learn a lot about librarianship within the associated disciplines 

from other members. 

  

  2. What's your favorite part of your job? 

 

Where to begin? I love that I work on a co-located campus with a library serving two schools, so in a 

given day I can be working with students who are in high school but taking college classes all the 

way up to graduate students - and all students in between. I love that my library is part of the Uni-

versity of Washington Libraries system, which means we have a wealth of resources available to us 

both in physical format and online. Finally, I love all the other librarians who I work with. Having 

briefly been a solo librarian once, I truly appreciate having approximately 15 librarian colleagues on 

my campus to work with and learn from on a daily basis. Yes, that was three “favorites.” 

 

3. What does a typical work day look like for you? 

 

As I imagine most academic librarians have said when answering this question, it really depends! I 

teach 10-15 library instruction sessions each quarter, and so when those are in full swing (October/

November, January/February, and April/May), a typical day likely involves teaching a (usually) 

two hour workshop and/or planning for upcoming workshops. I also spend about four hours on our 

research help desk each week and so delight in working with students one-on-one there. Chat refer-

ence is also part of my schedule for about an hour or two each week. When we’re between quarters, I 

spend more time working on collection development and other teaching/learning/research-related 

projects. And there are *always* meetings and email!  

 

 
 
 

Chelsea Nesvig 
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4. What do you consider to be your biggest challenge in your career? 

 

I’m still fairly new in my career (I graduated with my MLIS in 2014) and I’m even newer in my current 

position, so I think right now my biggest challenge seems to be not knowing what I don’t know. My under-

graduate degree was not in a PPIRS-related field (French, actually) so I have much to learn about the re-

sources available for research in these areas. Another challenge is carving out time for work and research 

on other library-related interests of mine such as online instruction.  

 

5. What are your 5 favorite non-work-related things? 

 

Swimming (mostly in pools, but I swam across Lake Washington this past summer!) 

Baking (usually cookies and cakes) 

Listening to rock and roll (recorded and live) 

Drinking cocktails (especially tiki ones) 

Protest and Preservation 

The PPIRS contribution to the ALA annual meeting program, Protest and Preservation, drew a large 

crowd to hear its three panelists. Co-sponsored with both the Anthropology and Sociology Section (AANS) 

and the GLBT Round Table, the event discussed “the preservation of knowledge generated through social 

activism, including textual and non-textual knowledge, providing examples and explaining theoretical is-

sues related to each.” 

Panelists included: 

  Richard Gilman-Opalsky, Associate Professor of Political Philosophy, the University of Illinois, 

Springfield. He is the author of four books, the most recent being Spectors of Revolt: On the Intellect of 

Revolution and Philosophy from Below (Repeater, 2016): 

  Sonia Yaco, Assistant Professor and Director of Social Justice Projects and Research, University of 

Illinois, Chicago. Before her career as 

an archivist, she was the 1972 Human 

Rights Party candidate for the Ann 

Arbor, Michigan school board. When 

she ran for office at the age of fifteen, 

she became the youngest documented 

candidate ever for a publicly elected 

school board seat in the United States; 

and 

  Robert Camina, an independent 

filmmaker. Camina’s work includes the 

award-winning documentary about 

the fire at the New Orleans gay club, 

the Upstairs Lounge. Upstairs Inferno 

tells the story of what was, until the 

events of the Orland Pulse shootings, 

the largest gay mass murder in U.S. 

history.  



PPIRS News 32:2 Page 12 

PPIRS Executive Committee: 

 
David Schweider  (Chair, exp. June 30, 2018) 

Brett Cloyd (Vice-Chair, exp.  June 30, 2018) 

Mary Kathryn Oberlies (Secretary, exp.  June 30, 
2019) 

Erin Ackerman (Member-at-Large, exp.  June 30, 
2019) 

Sara Arnold-Garza (Member-at-Large, exp.  June 
30, 2018 

Tracey Allen Overbey (Social Media Coordinator, 
exp.  June 30, 2018) 

Jennifer Schwartz (Webmaster, exp.  June 30, 
2018) 

Lori J. Ostapowicz-Critz (Board Liaison, exp. June 
30, 2018) 

Megan R. Griffin (Staff Liaison, exp. June 30, 2018) 

PPIRS Committee Chairs: 

 
Communication and Publications - 
Chair: Mary Kathryn Oberlies, exp. 2018 

Conference Program Planning Committee, 2018 
Co-Chairs: Earl Shumaker & Eric Wedig, exp. 2018 

Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award Committee -  
Chair: Bryan Mark Carson, exp. 2018 

Membership Committee - Co-Chairs: Erin Ackerman, exp. 
2018, & Sara Arnold-Garza, exp. 2019 

Nominating Committee - Chair: Kelly Janousek, exp. 2018 

Professional Development/Library Instruction Committee - 
Co-Chairs:  Mohamed Berray & Kelly Janousek, exp. 2019 

Review and Planning Committee - Chair: Rosalind Tedford, 
exp. 2018 

Vendor/Publisher Liaison & Review Committee -  
Chair: Nadine R. Hoffman, exp. 2018 

Connect with other Politics, policy and international relations Librarians --  
Join the PPIRS Discussion List 

To subscribe send an e-mail to: PPIRS-L@listserv.kent.edu  

Note: The subject line should be empty and the body of the message MUST only contain:   

Subscribe ppirs-l Firstname Lastname 
Did you know that PPIRS-L has a searchable archive? 
Archives of PPIRS-L are maintained at Kent State University and updated every 
week.  Messages are arranged by date, and searchable by keyword, with archives dating back to 
August 2007. To access the LPSS-L archives, point your Web browser to  https://
listserv.kent.edu/cgi-bin/wa.exe?INDEX 
 
The PPIRS-L Archives are available only to subscribers to the PPIRS-L list.  The first time 
you access this URL, you will be prompted for your email address (as your account ID) and a 
password of your choice. You will need to reply to the email to confirm access.  

Guidelines for Contributors 
The deadline for the next edition of the PPIRS News, subject to decisions by ACRL, will be announced on the 
PPIRS Discussion List. 

Email articles, illustrations, and correspondence to newsletter editors: James Donovan and Chelsea Nesvig 

Suggested length:  1– 3 pages. 

Write in short paragraphs.  Use the most direct, energetic style you can muster.  Have a point, and don’t be reluc-
tant to have a point of view, too. Write as an analyst or critic, or at least as a journalist, not a booster.   

Write to be useful to the membership. The format and publication frequency make features the strength of the 
newsletter. The PPIRS listserv is the best place to post, discover, and comment on breaking events. The PPIRS 

website is the official repository of official reports and meeting minutes. - Newsletter Archives . 
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 RBMS [Rare Books & Manuscripts Section] Conference,         June 19

-22, 2018, New Orleans  

New Orleans is a hotbed of convergences, ones so powerful that its lin-

eage includes a dish as delightful as gumbo and a storm as destructive 

as Hurricane Katrina. This conference will focus on the idea of con-

vergences including our field’s preparedness for increasing environmental vulnerabilities, our readi-

ness for the inclusion of different people and cultures in our outreach and leadership, and, finally, our 

willingness to democratize all of our materials. Registration opens in February! 

ACRL 2019 Call for Participation – Coming November 2017  

  

Keep an eye out for the ACRL 2019 Call for Participation, coming November 2017!  ACRL invites 

you to share your research and creative endeavors at ACRL 2019, “Recasting the Narrative,” to be 

held April 10-13, 2019, in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Why Present at ACRL 2019? 

 Advocate for your research, project or initiative. 

 Expand your connections and get feedback from the best in the profession. 

 Boost your professional experience and confidence. 

 Invite new collaborations and opportunities into your life. 

 Inspire your colleagues by presenting on the most dynamic issues and ideas facing the profes-

sion. 

 Be published in the online ACRL 2019 Conference Proceedings (contributed papers). 

 Add your presentation to your CV and feel good about contributing to the profession. 

Good work juju (it’s true, ACRL presenters receive good juju all year long). 
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