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Message from the  PPIRS Chair 

Brett Cloyd, University of Iowa 

Greetings, 

   Like many of you, the fall semester has meant an up-

tick in meeting with students and faculty, teaching 

classes, and campus programs. Among my highlights 

was attending the presentation, “Iowa’s Role in Agri-

culture and International trade: Why Tariffs and 

Trade Agreements Matter” by Iowa State University’s Extension Econo-

mist.  I also participated in interviews with the University of Iowa Fulbright 

Faculty Committee where I met with many bright students preparing to em-

bark on an international experience teaching English or conducting research.  

Later this week I will attend a liaison department’s 3-minute thesis competi-

tion for graduate students aiming to explain their research purpose.  These 

latter two examples I might dub non-traditional library roles, but working 

with these students has been a rewarding experience. Helping students to ar-

ticulate their career and research goals, and providing the direction and infor-

mation to help them succeed is a highlight of my work. 

One purpose of this newsletter is to provide a summary of what the Politics, 

Policy and International Relations section has been working on, and invite 

you to participate in upcoming activities. The first area I will mention are 

highlights from the ALA Annual Conference, held June 2018, in New Orleans. 

The Friday Night Social, in partnership with the Anthropology and Sociolo-

gy Section (ANSS), was an informal event well-attended by members of both 

ACRL Sections. Sponsored generously by Hein On-line, conversation was 

wide-ranging and convivial. Many attendees had just seen Michelle Obama’s 

ALA address and shared details of the event. Many also looked forward to the 

conference and shared their plans for New Orleans. 

PPIRS co-sponsored (also with ANSS) the ALA Conference Program, South-

ern Food, Culture and Politics. The program libguide provides resources and 

information about the speakers. Also in New Orleans, PPIRS hosted an 

ACRL Plan for Excellence Discussion on Fake News. Check out the meeting 

notes to see what was discussed and help the section continue the conversa-

tion on Twitter (#ppirsfakenews) 

Cont’d  on p.2 

http://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcitychannel4.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Fvdb%2Fyt2.pl%3Fid%3DF19082&data=02%7C01%7Cjames.donovan%40uky.edu%7C66e5a745e158458a196408d61f111b6a%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C636730555670848896&
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcitychannel4.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Fvdb%2Fyt2.pl%3Fid%3DF19082&data=02%7C01%7Cjames.donovan%40uky.edu%7C66e5a745e158458a196408d61f111b6a%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C636730555670848896&
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcitychannel4.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Fvdb%2Fyt2.pl%3Fid%3DF19082&data=02%7C01%7Cjames.donovan%40uky.edu%7C66e5a745e158458a196408d61f111b6a%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C636730555670848896&
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facrl.libguides.com%2Fsouthernfood&data=02%7C01%7Cjames.donovan%40uky.edu%7C66e5a745e158458a196408d61f111b6a%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C636730555670848896&sdata=0DROKqMnvGzkz8Wo
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1P1CLi2Zc1CdNF5DyHrfI9ZA0RwCR84tB7jJM9ems3sA%2Fedit&data=02%7C01%7Cjames.donovan%40uky.edu%7C66e5a745e158458a196408d61f111b6a%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1P1CLi2Zc1CdNF5DyHrfI9ZA0RwCR84tB7jJM9ems3sA%2Fedit&data=02%7C01%7Cjames.donovan%40uky.edu%7C66e5a745e158458a196408d61f111b6a%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fhashtag%2Fppirsfakenews%3Fsrc%3Dhash&data=02%7C01%7Cjames.donovan%40uky.edu%7C66e5a745e158458a196408d61f111b6a%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C636730555670858906&sdata
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Message from the Chair, cont’d 

Celebrating the Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award is always a high point for the ALA Annual Con-

ference. Allan Scherlen, professor and social sciences librarian at Appalachian State University is this 

year’s winner. Allan gave a warm thank you speech at the Sage-CQ Booth and the reception was well 

attended by librarians and Allan’s colleagues. A special thank you to Sage-CQ for this year’s award. 

PPIRS looks forward to partnering with Sage-CQ in the future.   

Looking ahead, please consider ways you can contribute to PPIRS in a virtual meeting around the 

ALA Midwinter Conference period. If you do plan to attend ALA Midwinter, perhaps an informal so-

cial can be planned.   Please be in touch and the Executive Board can help facilitate. I am excited by 

attending the 2019 ACRL Conference in Cleveland, April 10-13. This year’s theme is “Recasting the 

Narrative”. 

I know that committee chairs are busy working on their charges. I hope to help spotlight the good 

work that PPIRS volunteers do during the year. We make ready use of the PPIRS list-serv, and I in-

vite anyone who would like to get more involved to contact me with ideas or a wish to participate. 

I am currently co-chairing (with Mary Oberlies) the ad hoc committee on Information Literacy with 

several PPIRS members. We have taken a bit of a break during the summer but are planning our next 

meeting for late September. We are considering ways that PPIRS can respond and support the ACRL 

Framework for Information Literacy and want to be sure that we consult with PPIRS membership. 

Please look for the invite to participate in the not too distant future. 

There are likely many things on your plates as we move into fall, but I do encourage you to find ways 

to work with your colleagues in PPIRS to help build the professional community that can support 

your work now and in the future. I have learned from the many talented people who contribute to the 

PPIRS list, who are active at conference, and who share their ideas on committees.  Thank you for 

your interest and support. May your semester be a great one. 

Volume 34 Number  1 

Call for Award Nominations  

Excellence in Academic Libraries Award 

$3,000 and a plaque 

Academic/Research Librarian of the Year 

$5,000 and a plaque 

Generously sponsored by GOBI Library Solutions from EBSCO 

 

DEADLINE: December 7, 2018 

More information about these and all other ACRL award opportunities can be found on the ACRL web-

site: http://www.ala.org/acrl/awards or by contacting Chase Ollis at collis@ala.org 

https://gobi.ebsco.com/
http://www.ala.org/acrl/awards
mailto:collis@ala.org
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Section Business 
A. Executive Committee Meeting  
 

June 23, 2018 

 

Announcements 

1)      Midwinter Membership Meeting Minutes – approved by voice vote 

2)      Report on new “ALA Policy Corps” by Qiana Johnson.  Applications for next cohort are due Octo-

ber 3, 2018.  The corps is a group of ALA members specially trained to be advocates for library issues, and 

to serve as a resource for ALA to use when talking with legislators.  The members are trained on writing 

letters on policy and legislation, and how to engage elected officials for library support. 

3)      Leadership Recruitment (Roz Tedford).  Currently recruiting for a) Vice Chair, b) Committee Mem-

bers and Committee Chairs, c) At-large member. 

4)      Web administration (Brett Cloyd).  Announced Olivia Ivy has become web administrator. 

 

Old Business 

1)      Professional Development Committee is looking to become more active.  ACRL Diversity initiative 

was mention as a potential topic. Professional Development could work with Information Literacy Ad 

Hoc Committee.  Some items mentioned included holding an UnWebinar (some sections are conducting 

them via listservs), and a webinar about global citizenship. 

2)      Membership Committee is looking into time delay from ACRL when knowing about new members to 

the section. 

 

New Business 

1)      Grace York Project (Chad Kahl) – still ongoing 

2)      Name change – completed 

3)      Information Literacy Ad Hoc Committee (Brett Cloyd) – time to take a fresh look at updating the 

information literacy report.  Will look at new standards that use framework and reflect political science 

specific concepts. Question from group: Should the report document Political Science/International Rela-

tions/Law concepts or reflect topics specifically from the membership?  Committee will look at curriculum 

mapping what other sections are doing with regards to the frame work over the next 12-18 months. 

 

B. General Membership Meeting 

Instead of having a general meeting PPIRS convened a “Fake News” Summit. The following report on 

the event has been compiled by Chelsea Nesvig, with contributions from Brett Cloyd and Erin Ackerman 

 

Ever since the 2016 election cycle, the phrase “fake news” has been on the minds of many Americans. Li-

brarians have paid special attention to this phenomenon and continue to work to understand how best to 

inform our users on ways of identifying and avoiding disinformation. At ALA 2018 in New Orleans, 

PPIRS hosted a session regarding information credibility and “fake news,” topics inextricably tied to 

members’ work with students and faculty of political science, policy studies, international relations, and 

law. Tweets from the session can be viewed with the hashtag #PPIRSfakenews. 

 

PPIRS Chair Brett Cloyd attended and shared notes that highlighted the importance of patience and nu-

ance when reading and assessing news sources. He noted discussion around the fact that headlines do not  
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Session Business, cont’d 

always equate with what actually happened and that it can be necessary to wait 24 hours to get context. 

Additionally, the more that pages from a site spreading disinformation are clicked on, the higher up they 

move within Google search results. Last but not least, increasing librarians’ visibility is (not surprisingly) 

a key to stopping the spread of disinformation: “we have information and answers”! 

The session offered members the following list of recommended resources: 

American Library Association: Resolution on Access to Accurate Information 

On the Media (WNYC): The Breaking News Consumer’s Handbook, with addition Podcast Epi-

sodes on Spotify 

News Literacy Project’s weekly email for educators, The Sift 

First Draft (Shorenstein Center on Media, Politics and Public Policy at Harvard University’s 

John F. Kennedy School of Government) uses research-based methods to fight mis- and disinfor-

mation online. Additionally, it provides practical and ethical guidance in how to find, verify and 

publish content sourced from the social web. 

The Influencing Machine is a graphic novel about media by Brooke Gladstone from On the Media. 

Written up with a short video at Brain Pickings. 

Blue Feed, Red Feed from Wall Street Journal. Works better on desktop than mobile devices. 

Annenberg Public Policy Center’s FactCheck.Org  

1A (WAMU) podcast episode on Fact Checking 

On The Media: “Examines threats to free speech and government transparency, cast a skeptical 

eye on media coverage of the week’s big stories and unravel hidden political narratives in every-

thing we read, watch and hear”. 

Misinfocon: a global movement focused on building solutions to online trust, verification, fact 

checking, and reader experience in the interest of addressing misinformation in all of its forms. 

ACRL RoadShow Workshops 
Looking to build your library's professional skills? ACRL offers a 
variety of traveling workshops that can be brought upon request 
to your campus, chapter, or consortia. Led by expert presenters, 
these one-day immersive workshops help academic librarians 
learn new skills and strengthen existing competencies to tackle the 
greatest issues facing the profession today. Please contact ACRL 
Program Officer Chase Ollis at collis@ala.org to discuss dates and 
locations, pricing, and for complete workshop details.

http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/statementspols/ifresolutions/accurateinformation
https://www.wnyc.org/story/breaking-news-consumers-handbook-pdf/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/452538775/on-the-media
https://open.spotify.com/show/3ge9HkAgzE1PP6193I1Vet?si=8Ef-EoZGS9uFLudRcbwQWA
https://open.spotify.com/show/3ge9HkAgzE1PP6193I1Vet?si=8Ef-EoZGS9uFLudRcbwQWA
https://newslit.org/
https://newslit.org/educators/sift/
https://firstdraftnews.org/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0393077799/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=marburg-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0393077799
https://www.brainpickings.org/2011/07/14/the-influencing-machine/
http://graphics.wsj.com/blue-feed-red-feed/
https://www.factcheck.org/
https://the1a.org/shows/2017-09-13/facts-and-friction
https://open.spotify.com/show/3ge9HkAgzE1PP6193I1Vet?si=8Ef-EoZGS9uFLudRcbwQWA
https://misinfocon.com/
mailto:collis@ala.org


Page 5 PPIRS News 34:1 

 Erin Ackerman (The College of New Jersey) just published with co-authors Jennifer Hunter (Penn State 

Abington) and Zara Wilkinson (Rutgers University-Camden) the article, "The Availability and Effective-

ness of Research Supports for Early Career Academic Librarians," in the September 2018 issue of the Jour-

nal of Academic Librarianship (volume 44, issue 5, pages 553-568). The article can be found online at: 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2018.06.001.  

 

Kelly Janousek, (California State University, Long Beach) received from the University President a Presi-

dent’s Award for Outstanding Faculty Achievement. Fifty were given to recognize long service to the uni-

versity and its students. 

  She also reports the progress on a useful research tool  Did you ever wonder what information can 

be located on California propositions, initiatives or referendums? Kelly Janousek nears completion of a 

searchable database on California’s propositions. Coverage starts with proposition 1, 1911, through to the 

present election. Searchable information for each proposition includes the proponents and opposition, 

money spent, advertisements/slogans used, and court cases that changed the outcome. There is a bibliog-

raphy of sources that provides articles/books/reports on the background, editorials, its’ impact, and other 

voting data.  This undertaking started with the research question: “Is California on the leader or tail end 

of policymaking for other states?” The data is everywhere and not usable without gathering it into one 

place, hence the California Proposition Database. 

 

Describing a similarly exceptional project, Jeremy  Darrington (Princeton University), announces the re-

lease on September 4 of the State Elections Web Archive, a collection of campaign websites belonging to 

declared candidates running for state elective offices in California, Connecticut, Illinois, Maryland, Massa-

chusetts, New Hampshire, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island. Sites are being 

added on a regular basis; the collection will contain at least 1,600 websites by November. 

 As described by Samantha Abrams, project coordinator, the Archive was spearheaded by Ivy Plus 

Libraries members at Columbia, Harvard, Princeton, and Duke. The project seeks “to preserve campaign 

content and websites of declared candidates running for state elective offices in order to assure the contin-

uing availability of these important, ephemeral documents for use by researchers and scholars. In future 

years, curators of this collection will add additional states and / or other subnational elective offices as re-

sources permit.” 

 The collection can be viewed on Archive-It (https://archive-it.org/collections/10793). Institution are 

encouraged to download the collection's WorldCat record (http://www.worldcat.org/title/state-elections-

web-archive/oclc/1050129987) and add it to their own holdings, which will increase the collection's discov-

erability and use.                   

 The project is a sponsored by The Ivy Plus Libraries Web Collection Program, an initiative of the 

Ivy Plus Libraries Collection Development Group, under the direction of the Web Collecting Advisory 

Committee and Samantha Abrams, the Ivy Plus Libraries Web Resources Collection Librarian.  If you 

have questions about the State Elections Web Archive, or the larger Ivy Plus Libraries Web Collection 

Program (or you'd like to get involved by proposing one of your own collections), please reach out to 

ivyplusweb@library.columbia.edu. 

 

Member News and New Projects  

https://archive-it.org/collections/10793
http://www.worldcat.org/title/state-elections-web-archive/oclc/1050129987
http://www.worldcat.org/title/state-elections-web-archive/oclc/1050129987
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PPIRS Member To Know  

Olivia Ivey, Public Affairs Librarian at American University  

 

How did you become involved in PPIRS? 

 I like the feeling of being lost in a crowd. My happy 

place is on a park bench in a busy city. When it comes to ALA 

and professional development, however, that doesn’t work so 

well. I started to look for sections whose activities reflect the 

work I do, and as the liaison to the School of Public Affairs at 

American University, PPIRS seemed like a good fit. 

  

What’s your favorite part of your job? 

 Working with our students is the best thing. They are 

curious, passionate, and kind. A reference interaction can take 

someone from stressed to excited. Instruction makes an overwhelming assignment seem doable. 

And through it all, I get to learn new things, seeing the world through the eyes of someone else’s 

curiosity every day. 

  

What do you consider your biggest career challenge? 

 Perhaps a cliché, but the honest answer is work-life balance. Shout out to all the parents of 

small children, keeping it all going one day at a time. 

  

What’s a “typical” workday like? 

 This semester I’ve been asked to serve on a couple of University wide committees, including 

a high-level search and a budget advisory group, so I’m spending a good deal of time outside of the 

library this semester. I also direct one of our living-learning communities for first-year students. 

Add all of that into my typical reference and instruction duties and you get a blend of office hours 

in the School of Public Affairs building, meetings with student advisory groups, instruction for 

classes with research components, conference calls, and meetings. Somewhere in there I reply to 

emails. 

  

What are your five favorite non-work related things? 

1)   Spending time with my toddler and learning who he is day-by-day 

2)   Cycling – mostly commuting these days, but I’ll get back to longer road rides and touring 

one day 

3)   Hiking 

4)   Hosting dinners, mostly for the holidays 

5)   Train travel  

 

More information about Olivia can be found in a profile posted on her university’s website: https://

www.american.edu/library/news/olivia_ivey_librarian_profile.cfm.  

Nominate a colleague for a spotlight as the PPIRS Member to Know! 

Email your suggestions to Chelsea Nesvig. 

mailto:cnesvig@uw.edu
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 ALA Southern Food and Politics Panel at ALA, 

 

The PPIRS program at the ALA, co-sponsored with ACRL for the annual meeting in New Orleans, took 

place on Saturday, June 23, from 1-2pm at the Morial Convention Center.  The program delved into politi-

cal and cultural issues as they relate to the celebration of the food, drink and the related culture of the 

South. The event featured our two panelists: Liz Williams, founder of the Southern Food and Beverage 

Museum and President of the National Food and Beverage Foundation, and Susan Tucker, recently re-

tired as the Curator of Books and Records for the Newcomb Archives and Vorhoff Library at Tulane Uni-

versity.  Southern food culture was discussed with an emphasis New Orleans and the Gulf South region. 

  

Moderator Eric Wedig, Coordinator of Scholarly Resources for the Social Sciences, Howard-Tilton Memo-

rial Library, Tulane University, asked questions prepared by the speakers. Ms. Williams prepared four 

questions for Ms. Tucker and Ms. Tucker prepared four in return for Ms. Williams.   

  

The Program concluded with questions from the audience.  Overall the program was well received by a 

large and enthusiastic audience. 

   

Susan Tucker’s Questions for Liz Williams: 

1.   If you had to choose one dish or one meal to sym-

bolize the political and cultural issues representing 

the city, what would that be and why? 

 

2.   How do you see the stalwarts of culinary culture 

(grocers, restaurant owners, chefs, home cooks, 

cookbook writers) differing in the city (or the 

American South) than those in other places? 

 

3.   Tell me a little about your earliest food memory of 

the city, the state, and/or the South and how you 

interpreted this happening as part of your own 

life.  (Follow up: where did this event/circumstance 

lead? 

 

4.   Tell me about how it happened that you started 

SOFAB (Southern Food and Beverage Museum) 

  

Liz William’s Questions for Susan Tucker: 

1. How does the cookbook reflect the culture and pol-

itics of New Orleans and/or Louisiana? 

 

2. How did media, newspapers, broadsides, television, and radio reflect food and culture, including poli-

tics? 

 

3.   How have politicians used food and access to food to their advantage? 

 

4.   What do you see in the future, including yours, reflecting our culinary culture? 
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Marta Lange Award Winner 

Allan Scherlen, professor and social sciences librarian at Appalachian State University, has been awarded 

the 2018 Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) Politics, Policy, and International Rela-

tions Section (PPIRS) Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award. The award, established in 1996 by LPSS, 

honors an academic or law librarian who has 

made distinguished contributions to bibliog-

raphy and information service in law or political 

science. 

SAGE-CQ Press, sponsor of the award, was 
presented with the $1,000 award and plaque to 

Scherlen during the 2018 ALA Annual 

Conference in New Orleans. 

“In reviewing Scherlen’s nomination, the com-

mittee was particularly impressed with his im-

pact on the political science curriculum at Appa-

lachian State University in being embedded in 

the undergraduate research methods course as 

well as his implementation of a two-year NEH 

grant dealing with Muslim culture and politics 

within the community,” said award chair Julie 

Leuzinger, head of library learning services and 

political science librarian at the University of 

North Texas. “The committee also noted that 

the nomination came from the chair of the de-

partment he serves. Scherlen’s work touches on a 

number of the categories for award winners in-

cluding innovation in teaching and learning, 

scholarship and research, and civic engagement.” 

Scherlen [pictured at left with David Horwitz, 

Vice President of Sales at SAGE Publishing] re-

ceived his M.L.I.S. from the University of North Carolina-Greensboro and his M.L.S from Appalachian 

State University. 

For more information regarding the ACRL PPIRS Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award, or a complete 

list of past recipients, please visit the awards section of the ACRL website.  [From ALA press release] 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/awards/achievementawards/martalangecq
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Note from the Editors: As part of our ongoing series of research spotlights, this issue features the work of 

PPIRS members Erin Ackerman and Lisa DeLuca. Here they describe for PPIRS members survey they con-

ducted to learn more about how librarians approach the task to weed political science collections. The full version of their 

article can be found at: Ackerman, E., & DeLuca, L. (2018). Weed ‘em and reap? Deselection of polit-

ical science books. Journal of Academic Librarianship, 44(1), 88–95. https://doi.org/10.1016/

j.acalib.2017.10.003 

How Librarians Feel About Weeding Their    

Political Science Collections 
Erin Ackerman (The College of  New Jersey) 

Lisa DeLuca (Seton Hall University 

Our recent article in The Journal of Academic Li-

brarianship, “Weed ’Em and Reap? Deselection of 

Political Science Books,” examined the weeding 

practices of librarians with responsibility for man-

aging book collections in political science and re-

lated disciplines (including, but not limited to, le-

gal studies, international studies, public policy, 

and public administration). This project started, as 

a lot of scholarly research in librarianship does, 

with our trying to address problems or challenges 

in our day-to-day practice as librarians.  

 

Each of us had recently experienced situations in 

which we needed to weed monographs from our 

collections and, as then-fairly-new librarians, 

found it challenging to figure out where to start in 

applying general weeding guidelines to our specific 

subject areas or to anticipate the obstacles we 

might encounter. When we turned to library sci-

ence journal articles and handbooks for librarians, 

we found little guidance.  

 

It was unclear to us whether the deselection guide-

lines in textbooks and handbooks represent the 

practices of many academic librarians, and what 

subject-specific considerations might be relevant 

to our weeding efforts.  We also learned that little 

research had been done on how librarians ap-

proach weeding for a particular academic subject 

(politics-related or otherwise).   

 

And so a research project was born. In June and 

July 2015, we conducted an anonymous survey of 

librarians with responsibility for managing book 

collections in political science and related disci-

plines, asking them about their weeding experienc-

es and perspectives. 126 academic librarians with 

direct or indirect responsibility for managing poli-

tics-related collections completed the survey. We 

recruited respondents through emails to profes-

sional listservs, as well as by directly emailing li-

brarians whose subject responsibilities we found on 

their college and university websites. 

 

Our survey respondents can be considered experi-

enced professional academic librarians. 65% of re-

spondents had 10+ years of professional academic 

librarian experience at the time of the survey, 

while 15% had 6–9 years, and another 15% of sur-

vey respondents had 3–5 years of experience.  We 

hypothesized that we might see differences among 

respondents’ weeding perspectives and experiences 

based on the type of collection they had, so we 

asked respondents to characterize the purpose and 

scope of their libraries' collections. 66% of respond-

ents identified their library collections as curricu-

lum-based, which we defined as “library collec-

tions intended primarily to reflect and support un-

dergraduate instruction.” We defined research-

based collections “as in-depth collections of mate-

rial designed to support advanced research by fac-

ulty and graduate students at a research  
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institution” and 34% of respondents identified 

their library's primary role as research-based. Of 

the librarians who identified as having research-

based collections, 76% had 10 or more years’ expe-

rience, while 59% of curriculum-based librarians 

had this much experience. 

 

Here are some highlights from what we learned 

about the weeding practices and perspectives of li-

brarians with politics-related collections: 

 

·         First, respondents were more confi-

dent about weeding and do it more fre-

quently than one would expect from what is 

often stated in the literature, which had sug-

gested that many librarians put off weeding 

out of distaste, fear, or feeling overwhelmed. 

The majority of survey respondents weed 

annually or every 2-3 years and feel confi-

dent in their weeding abilities. Expressions 

of confidence related strongly to years of 

professional experience, and librarians from 

research-based collections were somewhat 

more confident than their curriculum-based 

counterparts. 

 

·         A second finding was that currency of 

the politics-related collection was an im-

portant consideration for many librarians, 

with many librarians citing it as a motiva-

tion for weeding and/or a key criterion for 

evaluating particular items. In open-text 

questions, we asked respondents to explain 

what makes an item “outdated” and wheth-

er that would make it more likely to be 

weeded. Librarians discussed the currency of 

a book’s content, considering whether the 

information it contained or the treatment of 

the topic was dated or no longer true. Simi-

larly, librarians might opt to weed an item 

for currency if a newer item covered the 

same material or if the book’s focus was ori-

ented to old “current events.” 

 

·         Our favorite part of the research was 

reading responses to a hypothetical situa-

tion in which we asked, “Would you consid-

er a book published in the 1980s on 

‘contemporary politics’ in a particular re-

gion or country an outdated item for weed-

ing?” Many respondents (and particularly 

those with curriculum-based collections) in-

dicated they would weed this book, giving 

answers that related to the currency and age 

of the item and the emphasis among their 

students and faculty on recent events and 

scholarship. For example, one respondent 

wrote “our students and faculty are NOW-

oriented.” Almost all of those responding 

negatively to the hypothetical considered 

the historical value of the work. 

 

·         Respondents felt that some weeding 

considerations are unique or particularly 

important for politics-related collections, 

including the importance of maintaining 

ideological balance within the collection or 

representing the ideological spectrum and 

history on particular issues. 

 

·         Other survey questions addressed the 

role of storage considerations, consortia, and 

faculty involvement in the weeding process. 

This research has been helpful to our ap-

proaches to weeding our monograph collec-

tions. And we think there are many more 

conversations to be had within our PPIRS 

community about weeding and collection 

management, particularly if we can foster 

connections among librarians with similar 

institutional contexts and between those 

who are new to weeding and those with ex-

perience. Our survey, based on its title and 

description, drew participation from more 

experienced librarians and those who had 

already weeded. It makes sense that this 

population would be more confident about 

their weeding abilities. Some survey re-

spondents indicated that weeding remains 

daunting, particularly for those who are 

first tackling weeding and/or have exhaust-

ed the traditional low-hanging fruit of  
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weeding (e.g., duplicates, poor condi-
tion). Some respondents used comment 
fields in the survey to express wishes for 
the opportunity to get guidance from oth-
er political science librarians. We hope 
that PPIRS and other professional organi-

zations for librarians will offer opportuni-
ties to develop conversations around in-
terpreting and implementing weeding 
criteria as an important contribution to 
professional development. 

ACRL 2019 – Recasting the Narrative 
ACRL 2019 – Recasting the Narrative is coming April 10-13, 2019, in Cleveland. 

The ACRL Conference is your once-every-two-years opportunity to access the best information, 

discover new ideas, and stay at the forefront of the profession. You’ll get irreplaceable opportuni-

ties to connect with your peers from all over the country and all over the globe, along with access 

to content all year long. 

Conference Program  

ACRL 2019 features more than 500 thought-provoking sessions hand-selected by your peers. The 

conference offers a variety session formats, including contributed papers, panel sessions, poster ses-

sions, roundtable discussions, TechConnect presentations, preconferences, and workshops. With 

this wide range of formats, there’s something to appeal to all learning styles. The initial ACRL 

2019 program schedule will be available later this fall on the conference website. And while you 

can’t be in two places at once, your conference registration allows you access to nearly 400 of these 

sessions in the Virtual Conference for one full year after the event. 

Keynote Speakers 

Journalist Michele Norris will deliver the 

opening keynote on April 10. Norris is a Pea-

body Award-winning journalist, founder of 

The Race Card Project and Executive Direc-

tor of The Bridge, The Aspen Institute’s program on race, identity, connectivity, and inclusion. 

ACRL 2019’s middle keynote on April 11 features author Viet Thanh Nguyen. Nguyen’s writing is 

bold, elegant, and fiercely honest. His remarkable debut novel, The Sympathizer, won the Pulitzer 

Prize, was a Dayton Literary Peace Prize winner, and made the finalist list for the PEN/Faulkner 

award. 

You’ll leave ACRL 2019 inspired by our final keynoter, cartoonist Alison Bechdel. Bechdel is an 

internationally beloved cartoonist whose darkly humorous graphic memoirs, astute writing and 

evocative drawing have forged an unlikely intimacy with a wide and disparate range of readers. 

Register Today! 

Registration and housing for ACRL 2019 are now available! While the conference is coming up 

April 10-13, 2019, you can get a jump on registration to get the best rates, meet current fiscal year 

deadlines, or because you’re just too excited to wait. Register for ACRL 2019 by February 8, 2019, 

and take advantage of discounted early-bird registration rates. You can save $70 or more! Group 

discounts are also available for institutions that register ten or more employees.  

https://conference.acrl.org/
https://conference.acrl.org/
https://conference.acrl.org/registration/
https://conference.acrl.org/housing/
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PPIRS Executive Committee: 

 
Brett Cloyd (Chair, exp. June 30, 2019) 

Elizabeth Lynn White (Vice-Chair, exp.  June 30, 
2019) 

David Schwieder (Past Chair, exp. June 30 2019) 

Mary Oberlies (Secretary, exp.  June 30, 2019) 

Erin Ackerman (Member-at-Large, exp.  June 30, 
2019) 

Olivia Ivey (Member-at-Large, exp.  June 30, 2020 

Catherine Morse (Member-at-Large, exp. June 20, 
2020) 

Jennifer Schwartz (Webmaster, exp.  June 30, 
2018) 

Lori J. Ostapowicz-Critz (Board Liaison, exp. June 
30, 2018) 

Megan R. Griffin (Staff Liaison, exp. June 30, 2018) 

PPIRS Committee Chairs: 

 
Communication and Publications  
Chair: Bonnie Paige, exp. 2019 

Conference Program Planning Committee, 2019 
Chair: Erin Ackerman, exp. 2019 

Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award Committee  
Chair: Julie Ann Leuzinger, exp. 2019 

Membership Committee       
Chair: Erin Ackerman, exp. 2019 

Nominating Committee       
Chair: Rosalind Tedford, exp. 2019 

Professional Development/Library Instruction Committee  
Co-Chairs:  Mohamed Berray & Kelly Janousek, exp. 2019 

Review and Planning Committee               
Chair: Rosalind Tedford, exp. 2020 

Vendor/Publisher Liaison & Review Committee   
Chair: Victoria Mitchell, exp. 2020 

Connect with other Politics, policy and international relations Librarians --  
Join the PPIRS Discussion List 

To subscribe send an e-mail to: PPIRS-L@listserv.kent.edu  
Note: The subject line should be empty and the body of the message MUST only contain:   

Subscribe ppirs-l Firstname Lastname 
Did you know that PPIRS-L has a searchable archive? 
Archives of PPIRS-L are maintained at Kent State University and updated every 
week.  Messages are arranged by date, and searchable by keyword, with archives dating back to 
August 2007. To access the LPSS-L archives, point your Web browser to  https://
listserv.kent.edu/cgi-bin/wa.exe?INDEX 
 
The PPIRS-L Archives are available only to subscribers to the PPIRS-L list.  The first time 
you access this URL, you will be prompted for your email address (as your account ID) and a 
password of your choice. You will need to reply to the email to confirm access.  

Guidelines for Contributors 
The deadline for the next edition of the PPIRS News, subject to decisions by ACRL, will be announced on the 
PPIRS Discussion List. 

Email articles, illustrations, and correspondence to newsletter editors: James Donovan and Chelsea Nesvig 

Suggested length:  1– 3 pages. 

Write in short paragraphs.  Use the most direct, energetic style you can muster.  Have a point, and don’t be reluc-
tant to have a point of view, too. Write as an analyst or critic, or at least as a journalist, not a booster.   

Write to be useful to the membership. The format and publication frequency make features the strength of the 
newsletter. The PPIRS listserv is the best place to post, discover, and comment on breaking events. The PPIRS 
website is the official repository of official reports and meeting minutes. - Newsletter Archives . 
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ACRL Books  

ACRL publishes a range of books to assist academic librarians in developing their professional careers, 

managing their institutions, and increasing their awareness of developments in librarianship, providing 

timely, thought-provoking, and practical content and research to academic and research librarians 

worldwide. Some recent titles:  

 

Academic Libraries and the Academy: Strategies and Approaches to Demonstrate Your Value, Impact, 

and Return on Investment, 2-Volume Set 

The Changing Academic Library: Operations, Culture, Environments, Third Edition 

Shaping the Campus Conversation on Student Learning and Experience: Activating the Results of Assess-

ment in Action 

Framing Information Literacy: Teaching Grounded in Theory, Pedagogy, and Practice, 6-Volume Set 

 

Interested in writing for ACRL? Contact Erin Nevius, ACRL’s Content Strategist, at enevius@ala.org 

for more information, or visit www.ala.org/acrl/publications/publishing to learn more about our book 

publishing program and submit a proposal. 
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