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Message from the  PPIRS Chair
Elizabeth L. White, University of Georgia 

Hello PPIRS! 

I’m Elizabeth White, the chair of PPIRS.  I’m looking forward to 

serving you in the coming year.  Our last year was very produc-

tive, including giving the Marta Lange Award to Lynda Kellam, the Membership 

Committee and the Information Literacy Ad Hoc Committee holding multiple dis-

cussion sessions for members, and a very successful program at ALA (Co-Sponsored 

with ANSS) about Grassroots Activism.  This upcoming year we will be looking at 

committee structure and how it reflects the needs of the PPIRS membership, a pro-

gram proposal for ALA about free speech on college campuses, and incorporating 

LibGuides in supporting the dissemination of information to section members.   

I encourage everyone to volunteer for PPIRS committees and leadership posi-

tions!  Expect an email in the Spring with more information.  Thank you for sup-

porting PPIRS! 

Conference Highlights 

Members of PPIRS and ANSS (Anthropology and Sociolgy Section) met up at Fado 

Irish Pub in Washington, DC during the 2019 ALA Annual Meeting and Conference. 

Thanks to the generous sponsorship of HeinOnline, attendees enjoyed delicious food 

and beverage while socializing with new and old friends. PPIRS is grateful to Hei-

nOnline for their ongoing support of our section. 

(From left: Jeremy Darrignton (Princeton University), Clement Ho (American Univer-

sity), Erin Ackerman (The College of New Jersey), Elizabeth White (University of 

Georgia),Tom Diamond (ANSS Program Chair), Darcy Gervasio, Aliqae Geraci, Erin 

Ackerman (PPIRS Program Chair). 

Highlights from ALA Annual in Washington D.C. 
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Attending 

Elizabeth White, Catherine Morse, Chelsea Nesvig, Mary Oberlies, Olivia Ivey, Victoria Mitchell, Earl 

Shumaker, Brea Henson 

Old Business 

1. Information Literacy AdHoc Committee Updates (Brett Cloyd, Mary Oberlies) At ALA Annual, in-

formation session that will examine the work.

2. World Bank Library Archives Tour (Brett Cloyd)

New Business 

1. Promoting PPIRS sponsored events and events of interest to PPIRS members (Conference Program

Planning, also see Spring 2019 Newsletter)

ALA Schedule 

1. Marta Lange Award Ceremony honoring Lynda Kellam (Sunday, June 23rd at 2 p.m.) Sage-CQ Press

Exhibit hall

2. Grassroot Advocacy working ANSS—Washington Convention Center (Saturday, June 22nd  1-2 p.m.)

3. Friday Night Social with ANSS sponsored by HeinOnline  - Fado (Friday, June 21st 7:30-9:30 p.m.)

4. Moderate discussions on resources (Jeremy Darlington)

5. Counting on Trust, Trusting the Count—Washington Convention Center (Sunday, June 23rd 10:30-

11:30 a.m.).

6. Steering Committee on Organizational Effectiveness—Washington Convention Center, Room 103B

(Saturday, 12-1:30pm, Saturday, 2:30-4:00pm, Sunday, 12-1:30pm, Sunday, 2:30-4pm, Monday, 12,

1:30pm)

Committee Updates 

1. Tips for committee chairs in terms of organizing work, communicating with committee members,

and completing necessary work (Brett Cloyd, and all).

2. Suggestion that each committee chair create a formalized document they hand off to the next com-

mittee chair for continuity. Discuss with the vice-chair who would be good for replacing them.

3. ACRL has access to zoom and can schedule meetings for PPIRS committee meetings (Megan Griffin)

Go online through ACRL and book time using their calendar system. It can fill quickly so plan in

advance.

4. Use Google Drive to share meeting minutes and updates.

5. Communication & Publications Committee (Bonnie Paige), Social Media (Gary Marks). Conversation

Section Business 

A. Executive Committee Meeting

June 14, 2019, 2-3 p.m. CST 
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Session Business, cont’d 

about the role of Social Media in PPIRS efforts to support membership and the field.  Web Site Coordinator 
(Olivia Ivey). Olivia will pin conversations via Zoom to a blog post so that it is accessible to everyone.. 
BACRL has a LibGuides account that PPIRS could be using more. Elizabeth currently has access, but the 
Chair/Vice-Chair can also have access in case we want to do a resource page. Gary is interested in curating 
the Facebook account more. Documentation would be useful to guide how it is going to be used so that it can 
be more proactive. Some ideas include  promoting programs at Annual, and advertising Zoom sessions. Gary 
Marks and Executive Board can potentially craft a document.  

6. Conference Planning Committee (Erin Ackerman) Annual Conference, Washington D.C.  The LibGuide
will be out soon for the upcoming conference program. For 2020 Conference programming, interest from
ULS and ANSS to co-sponsor. Erin and Elizabeth are going to meet with the chairs from the other commit-
tees to discuss details soon.

7. Marta Lange / CQ Sage Press Award (Erin Ackerman) Lynda Kellam will receive the award this year.
SAGE/CQ Press will start talking at 2:05, Brett Cloyd at 2:15, and Lynda’s supervisor after that. Photos and
dessert will take place around 2:30 p.m. Sunday.

8. Membership (Erin Ackerman) Social Opportunity at ALA Annual.

9. Nominating Committee (Mary Oberlies) Slate for Member-at-large good. Still struggling with vice-chair
nominations. Some concerns with requirements about attending in-person. Elizabeth and Brett can confer
with Megan to review documents and look at options for the change to virtual. It is necessary to learn more
about the procedures it would involve. Other sections have gone fully virtual (Instruction for example). Pos-
sibly hold more virtual sessions with committee chairs and executive board about experience and support to
make it less scary. Brett and Elizabeth could reach out to the Instruction Session.

10. Profession Development (Kelly Janousek and Mohamed Berray) No News.

11. Review & Planning Committee (Rosalind Tedford) Questions about attendance at ALA Conference and
Midwinter. No other news

12. Vendor/Publish Liasion & Review Committee (Victoria Mitchell) Review the purpose of this committee
and determine what would benefit PPIRS Members.

13. Update on volunteers for Committees (Elizabeth White) Searching for a Professional Development
Chair.
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(Left: Lynda Kellam, (Cornell Institute for Social and 
Economic Research), Brett Cloyd (University of Iowa) 

At the 2019 ALA Annual Meeting and Conference in 
June, Lynda Kellam was recognized as the 2019 win-
ner of the PPIRS Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press 
Award for outstanding contributions to librarianship 
in law or political science. Stephen Barr, President of 
SAGE International & Head of Global Sales, and 
Brett Cloyd, PPIRS Chair, presented the award to 
Lynda.  

As Brett noted in his remarks, “Lynda has been ac-
tive professionally on many fronts. Many of you are 
familiar with the ‘Help! I’m an Accidental Govern-
ment Information Librarian’ webinar series, which 
Lynda helped to found and lead. The series has a na-
tional audience and has provided valuable support to 
new and continuing library workers. Lynda has also 
authored and edited works on data librarianship and 
supported ACRL’s numeric and geospatial data 
work.” Brett also noted Lynda’s extensive track rec-
ord of service in ACRL and ALA, including leader-
ship roles in PPIRS and GODORT. “I’ve appreciated 
Lynda’s enthusiasm and friendship over many years,” 

Brett continued. “She encouraged me to pursue lead-
ership roles in PPIRS and to continue making the sec-
tion a welcoming place for new members.”  

In thanking PPIRS and SAGE-CQ Press for this 
recognition, Lynda said, “PPIRS (then LPSS) was my 
first home in ALA. I was trying out the various sec-
tions to see what would work the best. LPSS was a 
natural fit, but John Hernandez and Chad Kahl made 
me feel so welcome that I probably would’ve stayed 
with the group even if I weren’t a political science 
person. Plus, I was impressed by their effort to have a 
member (I believe Lorena O’English) phone in at a 
time when it was very difficult to do that (2007).  

I’ve always found the section welcoming and ful-
filling and often encourage new librarians, even those 
not assigned to political science, to attend and get 
involved with PPIRS.” 

Lynda Kellam was the social sciences data librarian 
at the University of North Carolina-Greensboro until 
this summer and is now Senior Data Librarian/
Archivist at CISER: the Cornell Institute for Social 
and Economic Research. 

The PPIRS Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award, 
given annually, recognizes distinguished contribu-
tions to librarianship in political science, international 
affairs, policy, law, and government related fields. 
The award includes $1,000 and a plaque sponsored 
by SAGE-CQ Press. More information about the 
award, including nomination guidelines can be found 
on the ACRL website. For questions about the award 
or to nominate someone, please contact Brett Cloyd, 
2019-2020 award committee chair at brett-
cloyd@uiowa.edu. 

2019 PPIRS Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award 
Erin Ackerman (The College of New Jersey) 
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Somewhere over Minnesota, I received an email 

from a student asking for help in locating sources 

that would share the voices of those impacted by 

the Yemeni Civil War. He was asking because of his 

research around strategies for the de-escalation of 

violence in Yemen, currently causing a massive hu-

manitarian crisis. Thanks to airplane Wi-Fi, I tried 

a few Google searches and started throwing some 

links into an email reply. Why was I hurriedly re-

sponding to him while 35,000 in the air? It was be-

cause I had just begun a week of on the ground re-

search support for him and his fellow student re-

searchers. 

Since 1991, as part of the D.C. Human Rights Semi-

nar, a select group of students head to our nation’s 

Capitol in September for a week of meetings with 

lawmakers, policymakers, NGOs, lobbyists, and ac-

tivists. During these meetings, they need to ask tai-

lored, specific questions in order to receive answers 

that will help advance their research on individual 

human rights questions of their choosing. After 

having worked with the seminar from campus in 

past years, this year I had the chance to embed my-

self into the group for a week of research support on 

topics ranging from Brexit in Ireland to Argentini-

an debt relief to self-determination for the Palestini-

an people.  

Our week began with a visit to the Holocaust Me-

morial Museum, where we received a tour of their 

new exhibit about Americans and the Holocaust. As 

a fan of primary sources and historic newspapers 

specifically, I was intrigued by their “History Un-

folded” project to collect local news stories from the 

years leading up to and during the Holocaust to de-

termine what Americans did and did not know. I 

was struck by the vast number of primary sources 

on display in both the special and permanent exhib-

its and used a moment during our evening debrief to 

remind students of this connection to a source type 

they’re regularly asked to draw on for research as-

signments.   

Day two took us to Capitol Hill for meetings with 

FCNL lobbyists, a break for lunch at Union Sta-

tion, and then to the offices of members of Congress 

from Washington state: Sen. Patty Murray and 

Rep. Pramila Jayapal. Students learned how they 

needed to pivot their questions depending on the 

aides’ focus of work and also how members of Con-

gress have to balance foreign policy issues with con-

cerns of constituents in their home districts. Next 

page…. 

“What motivates you?” A librarian’s week with human rights 

researchers in Washington, D.C. 
Chelsea Nesvig, Global and Policy Studies Librarian at the University of Washington Bothell 
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Continued… 

A final highlight for students on Tuesday was a din-

ner reception with our group and UW Bothell alum-

ni working in Washington, DC - two of whom had 

been a part of this seminar in past years. 

Wednesday saw five meetings on our schedule (!) 

and we began at the US Institute of Peace, where 

Congressmen Rick Larsen and Darin LaHood spoke 

to a small group about their efforts with the biparti-

san US-China Working Group. After a couple more 

meetings on Capitol Hill, we headed out to the Ger-

man Embassy for a conversation with their Direc-

tor of Communications and Culture. Students were 

fascinated to hear Germany’s perspective on the 

Holocaust after our visit to the museum on Mon-

day. We ended the day with a meeting at a law firm 

that does pro bono immigration and asylum work. 

At the meeting was Kani Xulam (represented by 

one of their lawyers) who is a Kurdish, stateless ac-

tivist living in DC and working on behalf of the 

Kurdish people.  

Thursday’s highlights included a tour of the Capitol 

building (did you know you can petition to replace 

the state statues in the Statuary Hall Collection?) 

and a meeting at Human Rights Watch where stu-

dents learned about their in-depth research of hu-

man rights abuses around the world. After our 

evening debrief, we headed to a local watering hole 

for a group viewing of the Democratic debate! Each 

meeting of the week saw me taking copious notes to 

remember any particular resources, organizations, 

or other research aids that may have been men-

tioned and of potential use to the students. During 

our evening debriefs, I summarized those of particu-

lar relevance and posted it to our course site. Our 

communication tool, WhatsApp, proved useful for 

later in the evening research inquiries from students 

but also allowed them to share relevant resources 

with each other. 

“What motivates you?”, Chloe Schwenke asked ur-

gently during our very last meeting of the week. 

Schwenke is a human rights advocate working in 

the Washington, DC area with extensive experience 

working for NGOs in Africa. She asked the question 

with such intent and passion that it’s difficult to 

convey here; her whole talk to the students was so 

impassioned in her advocacy for human dignity 

that it made for an extremely poignant ending to 

our week. While pointing out her personal connec-

tion to it as a trans woman, she encouraged stu-

dents to focus on questions of human dignity in 

their research and to really imagine what it would 

look like to live “a truly human life” in any particu-

lar part of the world.  

But the question about motivation also forced me 

to reflect even more deeply upon an intense week 

(no days under 10,000 steps!) with this community 

of students. As we checked in with each other one 

final time, the words I chose were: grateful, hopeful, 

and excited. I was grateful for the opportunity to 

go on the trip for the first time but especially for 

this unique chance to connect with students and 

their research topics in a way I had not before. 

Having opportunities to hear their personal connec-

tions to their research interests left me humbled and 

impressed. Additionally, I was left hopeful for the 

future of human rights in the United States and 

around the world after seeing how students asked 

such engaged and insightful questions (both 

planned and in the moment) during our meetings. 
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Member News and 

Upcoming Events 
Vendor/Publisher Liaison & Review Committee Update (Victoria Mitchell) 

In preparation for the Spring 2020 newsletter, the PPIRS Vendor/Publisher Liaison and Review Com-

mittee is working on a comparison of ProQuest Politics Collection, EBSCO Political Science Complete, 

and alternative sources of politics and policy content, including HeinOnline and JSTOR as well as 

freely available resources, such as HathiTrust. Points of comparison will include, but not be limited to, 

coverage, content, currency, and cost. 

The PPIRS Vendor/Publisher Liaison and Review Committee is planning to submit an informal sur-

vey to the PPIRS Listserv to collect topics of interest for future newsletters. Topics can also be sub-

mitted directly to the committee chair, Victoria Mitchell at vmitch@uoregon.edu. Suggestions can in-

clude commercial vendors, primary source collections, database comparisons, open access publishing, 

RBMS Conference, June 23-26, 2020, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 

Power, Resistance, and Leadership  

This conference program seeks to critically examine the existing power structures that have shaped and continue to im-

pact special collections and archives. The conference program will explore the power dynamics within our profession and 

the ways in which we experience, exert, and/or defy power. We are interested in stories of resistance, large and small, suc-

cessful or not. We want to provide participants tools and strategies that will inspire and hopefully lead to transformative 

change. Proposals are due Nov. 3, 2019 

http://conference.rbms.info/2020/ 
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The ACRL Diversity Alliance program unites academic librar-

ies committed to increasing the hiring pipeline of qualified and 

talented individuals from underrepresented racial and ethnic 

groups. By working together and thinking more broadly, 

ACRL Diversity Alliance institutions will help diversify and 

thereby enrich the profession. The commitment of each library 

leader to create one or more residency positions will expand the 

opportunities available to individuals from professionally underrepresented groups to gain knowledge, 

skills, and competencies necessary to thrive in an academic context. Renewals will go out this fall for 

2019 institutional members. If your institution is not a current member and you’re interested in join-

ing the ACRL Diversity Alliance, please contact ACRL Program Manager for Strategic Initiatives Al-

lison Payne at apayne@ala.org.  

Seeking RCL's next Law subject editor
Are you passionate about collections? Do you want to 

apply your bibliographic selection skills to a Choice/

ACRL publication? Resources for College Libraries (RCL), the bibliography of essential titles for under-

graduate libraries, is seeking a new subject editor for Law.  

The Law editor will oversee the ongoing development of the subject collection (approx. 1,500 titles), 

with responsibilities including: 

* Selecting new title additions, including web resources

* Updating, reviewing, and weeding current selections

* Integrating peer review recommendations

* Maintaining and refining the subject taxonomy, with attention to advancements in scholar-

ship and the curriculum

Successful subject editors balance broad and deep subject expertise, familiarity with undergraduate 

teaching and research, and discerning judgment to oversee the RCL bibliography of current and canon-

ical works for academic libraries. This is a professional service opportunity with remote workflows, 

flexible timelines, and an annual honorarium.  

For questions or information on how to apply, contact Anne Doherty, RCL Project Editor, 

at adoherty@ala-choice.org. To learn more about RCL, a co-publication of Choice/ACRL and 

PPIRS News 35:1 
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PPIRS Executive Committee: 

Elizabeth Lynn White (Chair, exp. June 30, 2020) 

Dr. Erin Ackerman (Vice-Chair, exp. June 30, 2020) 

Mr. Brett Cloyd (Past-Chair, exp. June 30, 2020) 

Andrew Dudash (Secretary, exp. June 30, 2021) 

Michelle H. Donlin (Member-at-Large, exp. 30, 
2021) 

Olivia Hazel Ivey (Member, exp. June 30, 2020) 

Catherine Morse (Member-at-Large, exp. June 30, 
2020) 

Mrs. Kim Copenhaven (Board Liasion, exp. June 
30, 2020) 

Lori J. Ostapowicz-Critz (Board Liaison, exp. June 
30, 2018) 

Megan R. Griffin (Staff Liaison, exp. June 30, 2020) 

PPIRS Committee Chairs: 

Communication and Publications - 
Chair: Bonnie Paige, exp. 2020 

Conference Program Planning Committee, 2020 
Vacant 

Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award Committee - 
Chair: Mr. Brett Cloyd, exp. 2020 

Membership Committee - Chair: Catherine Morse, exp. 2020 

Nominating Committee - Chair: Ms. Mary Kathryn Oberlies, 
exp. 2020 

Professional Development/Library Instruction Committee - 
Vacant. 

Review and Planning Committee - Chair: Rosalind Tedford, 
exp. 2020 

Vendor/Publisher Liaison & Review Committee - 
Chair: Ms. Victoria S. Mitchell, exp. 2020 

Connect with other Politics, policy and international relations Librarians -- 
Join the PPIRS Discussion List 

To subscribe send an e-mail to: PPIRS-L@listserv.kent.edu  
Note: The subject line should be empty and the body of the message MUST only contain: 

Subscribe ppirs-l Firstname Lastname 
Did you know that PPIRS-L has a searchable archive? 
Archives of PPIRS-L are maintained at Kent State University and updated every 
week.  Messages are arranged by date, and searchable by keyword, with archives dating back to 
August 2007. To access the LPSS-L archives, point your Web browser to  https://
listserv.kent.edu/cgi-bin/wa.exe?INDEX 

The PPIRS-L Archives are available only to subscribers to the PPIRS-L list.  The first time 
you access this URL, you will be prompted for your email address (as your account ID) and a 
password of your choice. You will need to reply to the email to confirm access.  

Guidelines for Contributors 
The deadline for the next edition of the PPIRS News, subject to decisions by ACRL, will be announced on the 
PPIRS Discussion List. 

Email articles, illustrations, and correspondence to newsletter editors: Christopher Lemery and Kaci Resau 

Suggested length:  1– 3 pages. 

Write in short paragraphs.  Use the most direct, energetic style you can muster.  Have a point, and don’t be reluc-
tant to have a point of view, too. Write as an analyst or critic, or at least as a journalist, not a booster.   

Write to be useful to the membership. The format and publication frequency make features the strength of the 
newsletter. The PPIRS listserv is the best place to post, discover, and comment on breaking events. The PPIRS 
website is the official repository of official reports and meeting minutes. - Newsletter Archives . 
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PPIRS  Newsletter contact :  Christopher Lemery or Kaci Resau 

ACRL Books 
ACRL publishes a range of books to assist academic librarians in developing their professional careers, managing their insti-

tutions, and increasing their awareness of developments in librarianship, providing timely, thought-provoking, and practical 

content and research to academic and research librarians worldwide. Some recent titles:  

 Improving Library Services in Support of International Students and English as a Second Language Learners

 The Grounded Instruction Librarian: Participating in The Scholarship of Teaching and Learning

 Scholarship in the Sandbox: Academic Libraries as Laboratories, Forums, and Archives for Student Work

 Critical Approaches to Credit-Bearing Information Literacy Courses

 Motivating Students on a Time Budget: Pedagogical Frames and Lesson Plans for In-Person and Online Information Litera-

cy Instruction

Interested in writing for ACRL? Contact Erin Nevius, ACRL’s Content Strategist, at ene-

vius@ala.org for more information, or visit www.ala.org/acrl/publications/publishing to learn 

more about our book publishing program and submit a proposal. 
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