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Note from the Chair 
Elizabeth L. White, University of Georgia 

Hello PPIRS! 

I hope you are all safe and well.  This has been a hard time for all 
of us, and I’m glad to see that members are still using the PPIRS-L Listserv to 
support our new work-from-home duties.  PPIRS activities at the newly an-
nounced Virtual ALA Annual Conference are still up in the air.  I will make sure 
to keep all of you posted.  Stay safe, and I hope to be in contact soon about our 
Virtual Annual Executive Board and Membership Meeting. 

Thank you for continuing to make PPIRS one of the best sections in ACRL! 

Elizabeth White, PPIRS Chair 

From Elizabeth White : Mug Up:  my office 
has instituted “Mug Up” every morning.  We 
join a Zoom room and chat about the upcom-
ing day, antics our pets have gotten up to, 
good news, frustrations, etc.  It is an informal 
way to start the work day, and I have found it 
makes me more productive to have contact 
with my colleagues 
daily, and not. 

From Kaci Resau : I try to work outside for a few 
hours a day, sometimes all day! It helps keep a sepa-
ration from the inside of the house so I don’t feel 
trapped all of the time!  

Tips for Working Remotely! 

https://www.libs.uga.edu/


Good News! Politics Policy and International Rela-
tions Section of ACRL has selected Jeremy Dar-
rington as the 2020 PPIRS Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ 
Press Award. Congratulations Jeremy! 

Jeremy was nominated by PPIRS Chair, Elizabeth 
White, and this year’s award committee consisted 
of Brett Cloyd (Chair), Rosalind Fielder, and Jylisa 
Doney. 

Since becoming the Politics Librarian at Princeton 
University in 2011, Jeremy has been a very active 
member of PPIRS and its predecessor Law and Po-
litical Science Section. Jeremy is past chair of the 
section and has served on many of the section’s 
committees, including two terms as chair of the Pro-
gram Committee.  Jeremy hosted the inaugural vir-
tual discussion from the PPIRS Membership Com-
mittee, titled “Resources I wish I had known about 
sooner." He also recently presented at the APSA 
2019 conference on the 2016 election.   

Jeremy has served on advisory boards of several 
companies including SAGE to provide insights on 
librarian needs for information products.    

You may wonder about Jeremy’s impact at his Uni-
versity. According to his supervisor Anu Vedan-
tham, “Jeremy is dedicated to his liaison work, con-
ducting outreach to each new faculty member, 
providing 1:1 consultations for researchers and pre-
senting library services to faculty... Jeremy [also] 
began co-convening the Social Sciences Liaisons 
Affinity Group here at Princeton, bringing together 
librarians from several units who support the social 
sciences. He is helping build community within this 
group, creating a sense of common purpose across 
branches and departments 

Congratulations, Jeremy! 

The PPIRS Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award, 
given annually, recognizes distinguished contribu-
tions to librarianship in political science, interna-
tional affairs, policy, law, and government related 
fields. The award includes $1,000 and a plaque 
sponsored by SAGE-CQ Press. More information 
about the award, including nomination guidelines 
can be found on the ACRL website. For questions 
about the award or to nominate someone, please 
contact Brett Cloyd, 2019-2020 award committee 
chair at brett-cloyd@uiowa.edu.  

(Left: Jeremy Darrington, Princeton University) 

2020 PPIRS Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award 
Jeremy Darrington (Princeton University) 
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Conference Report—APSA TLC 2020 
Kimberly MacVaugh (George Mason University) 

Julie Piacentine (University of Chicago)

The American Political Science Association (APSA) 
held its Teaching and Learning Conference (TLC) in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico on February 7-9, 2020. 
TLC transitioned to biennial frequency in 2020 and 
is complemented by a new one-day teaching and 
learning mini-conference that takes place at the 
APSA Annual Meeting. The stand-alone TLC re-
mains a vibrant forum for self-selected members to 
immerse in discourse on disciplinary teaching and 
learning. And, as noted in the Spring 2018 PPIRS 
newsletter, the small, highly-participatory confer-
ence is a great place to engage with political science 
faculty on librarians’ own research and practice.  

Lori M. Poloni-Staudinger, Northern Arizona Uni-
versity, and J. Cherie Strachan, Central Michigan 
University, delivered a provocative and motivating 
keynote address, “Democracy is More Than a P-
Value: Embracing Political Science’s Civic Mission 
through Intersectional Engaged Learning.” Poloni-
Staudinger and Strachan erected a “straw woman” 
argument to confront the problem that the political 
science discipline has neglected its civic mission. 
Citing Foa and Mounk (2017) and other recent stud-
ies of declining support for democratic institutions, 
they argue that the present political moment is an 
opportunity to consider how the discipline can em-
brace and advance its civic mission. Poloni-
Staudinger and Strachan each described pedagogies, 
which foster intersectional civic engagement in their 
classrooms and beyond: from adaptations to deliber-
ative pedagogy that balance group members’ partici-
pation to “ambition activities” informed by research 
on barriers to women’s civic participation.  

Poloni-Staudinger and Strachan also called on facul-
ty to model engaged citizenship, arguing, “We need 
to convince our students that when they come to 
campus, they are being invited to join not just a 
community of scholars--but a community of public-
spirited scholars who take both our commitment to 
rigorous scholarship and our commitment to public 
life seriously.” The complete keynote address will 
be published in an upcoming issue of PS. Consider 
it a must-read. 

Track Highlights 

Conference attendees chose between nine tracks, 
into which paper panels were grouped. This format 
enabled track participants to develop rapport as a 
cohort and observe recurring themes. Both PPIRS 
attendees participated in the “Teaching Research, 
Writing, and Information Literacy” track, comprised 
of fifteen papers across five panels. 

Key Themes 

Varied Approaches to the Research Methods Course 

Perhaps the most frequently discussed theme of the 
“Teaching Research, Writing, and Information Lit-
eracy” track was the diversity of approaches to re-
search methods as a core course of the political sci-
ence discipline. The consensus of the weekend was 
that research methods remain a key component of 
the curriculum, but which methods to emphasize 
and how to deliver them were more contested. Giv-
en the diversity of institutions represented, from 
community colleges, to small liberal arts colleges, to 
R1 and R2 universities, it is clear that one-size does 
not fit all, but that data literacy and a solid founda-
tion to social science methodology are priorities for 
most. Does that mean more hands-on lab-style 
coursework? Using real-world datasets or collecting 
data as part of the class? Quantitative or qualitative 
focus? These questions were addressed in papers 
and workshops as discussed below. 

Improving SOTL for Political Science 

The editors of the Journal of Political Science Edu-
cation (JPSE) were on-hand in the track and advised 
that they are hoping to receive more quasi-
experimental and evidence-based research submis-
sions in addition to the instruction reflections that 
they predominantly receive. This could be a great 
opportunity for PPIRS librarians to collaborate with 
departmental faculty to produce such studies on in-
formation literacy instruction in the classroom. 

(Continued next page) 
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Highlighted Papers 

“Writing a Research Article in an Introductory 
Course” -- William O’Brochta 

What happens when students -- many of whom have 
no experience even reading the form -- are assigned 
to write a research article in an introductory course? 
William O'Brochta of Washington University in St. 
Louis redesigned an Introduction to Comparative 
Politics course around the article writing process. 
O’Brochta took this ambitious approach, hypothesiz-
ing that students would make leaps in their research 
and writing skills. Pre- and post-test results, along 
with rubrics-based assessment of each component of 
students’ research articles, demonstrate support for 
O’Brochta’s hypothesis. Students developed profi-
ciency comparable to that of majors on more than 
two-thirds of the assessed skills. O’Brochta suggests 
that framing an introductory course around research 
article writing “may help students better understand 
the purpose of political science research and empow-
er them to more meaningfully engage with the disci-
pline.”   

“Information Literacy Scaffolding in the Political 
Science Major” -- Claire Haeg and Christi Siver 

Two professors from Saint John's University/College 
of Saint Benedict shared a rubric they developed for 
information literacy in political science based on the 
ACRL Framework. This diagram was accompanied 
by a chart illustrating the scaffolding of IL skills from 
their introductory 100-level courses through 200/300 
level classes and finally to the thesis capstone semi-
nar. The rubric offers specific observations and meas-
urement of learning outcomes related to introductory 
assignments in early courses such as “analysis of 
news coverage to identify political values and per-
spectives” demonstrating “Information Creation as a 
Process” and “willingness to go beyond U.S. media 
for information” as indicative of “Authority is con-
structed and contextual.” Dr. Haeg has an MLIS de-
gree and was very eager to hear more about PPIRS 
work to adapt the framework to our field. Both pro-
fessors advocated vociferously throughout the 
breakout sessions for including librarians in the class-
room and during course planning in order to advance 
political science students’ information literacy. 

Workshops 

Conference workshops were hands-on learning expe-
riences and opportunities to develop teaching and re-
search projects with input from other participants. 
Workshops were scheduled outside of tracks, ena-
bling exploration of other areas of interest. 

Highlighted Workshops 
"Getting Into" the Scholarship of Teaching and 
Learning 

For librarians, APSA TLC presents an opportunity to 
gauge the convergence and divergence between polit-
ical science faculty and librarians’ approaches to the 
scholarship of teaching and learning. This workshop, 
designed to help new researchers enter the subfield, 
opened the window wide. Workshop facilitator Ali-
son K. Staudinger shared basic definitions of SoTL, 
common types of SoTL research questions, promi-
nent literatures, and some research design examples. 
She characterized SoTL as a shift in focus from one-
self as “scholarly teacher” to a learner-centered ap-
proach, wherein “the student is the subject of the sen-
tence.” Staudinger presented four main categories of 
SoTL research: “What is?” (descriptive works); 
“What works?” (case study assessments); “What is 
possible?” (proposed advancements); and formula-
tions of new conceptual frameworks. The workshop 
revealed some important norms, such as that pre- and 
post- tests are widely used in political science SoTL 
research. Staudinger also emphasized the importance 
of student involvement in SoTL research, that pro-
jects are enriched when “students catch what you 
miss”, and that such projects provide a research op-
portunity to students who may not have access to oth-
ers. 

Teaching Political Science Research Methods: Best 
Practices & Deep Controversies 

The Friday night workshop “Teaching Political Sci-
ence Research Methods: Best Practices & Deep Con-
troversies” was a packed discussion forum with a 
wide range of insights and perspectives on the subject 
that was also being tackled by the main track on re-
search, writing, and information literacy. 
(Continued next page) 
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The presenters will be contributing their research to 
an edited volume from Edward Elgar Publishers 
(TBD), and the format of the session was round-robin 
open discussion on the themes of the forthcoming 
book. Debate ensued on whether and how to best pro-
vide methods instruction, especially with regard to 
quantitative methods and statistical programs. While 
some professors admitted that they have turned to 
“methods lite” with little hands-on engagement, oth-
ers insisted that their students were best served by 
learning social science statistical skills—especially 
open source software such as R. Professors have dif-
fering approaches to data sourcing: some have stu-
dents collect it themselves from campus interviews, 
others find secondary data such as opinion polls, and 
others take a replication approach utilizing the data 
from published papers. The conversation illuminated 
several areas where librarians can promote their ex-
pertise, particularly by locating instructional datasets, 
teaching data literacy, offering assistance with R and 
other statistics programs, and perhaps at the most 
basic level, complementing in-class instruction on the 
development of strong research questions. 

APSA Educate 

The conference was the debut for APSA Educate, an 
online repository of high-quality political science ma-
terials, which seeks to serve as a communal “library” 
of teaching and learning resources for professors 
working to design innovative and engaging courses. 
These will include syllabi, classroom activities, simu-
lations, assignments, and other tools. The organizers 
hope that this will become a robust collection and 
promote best-practices; as such they encourage all 
APSA members to contribute and participate active-
ly.  The soft launch for APSA members has pro-
gressed quickly into a full launch due to the COVID-
19-propelled conversion to online instruction for
most of higher-education. Anyone may search and
download APSA Educate's teaching and learning re-
sources, however only APSA members can submit
resources and save them in a personal online ac-
count.

Students Learn, Students Vote: Campus 
Election/Census Engagement 

Clarissa Unger, director of the “Students Learn Stu-
dents Vote [SLSV]” organizing initiative, spoke to 
several attendees at a post-conference workshop on 
civic engagement in the classroom. She explained 
that there are a variety of free resources developed by 
nonpartisan organizations to promote campus voter 
registration and electoral participation. Unger encour-
aged everyone to ensure that their institution is a part 
of the National Study of Learning, Voting, and En-
gagement (NSLVE) data collection by Tisch College 
at Tufts University. This insight into student voting 
behavior across the United States can help to focus 
outreach efforts. Tools available for educators in-
clude a guide to developing a civic engagement ac-
tion plan, a card game called Votes & Ballots to 
strategize steps to take on your particular campus, 
and a book published by APSA titled Teaching Civic 
Engagement across the Disciplines. Librarians and 
professors can reach out to their university life, stu-
dent affairs, or other administrative offices that may 
have existing programs and might be interested in 
collaborating on new plans.  

The authors found the 2020 APSA TLC to be a 
worthwhile professional development and network-
ing opportunity and encourage other PPIRS members 
to consider connecting with APSA and its resources. 
Librarians can become APSA associate members for 
$75 per year which provides journal access and mem-
ber rates for conferences and workshops. All papers 
presented at this year’s conference are available to 
read (open access) at APSA Preprints, pre-
prints.apsanet.org. 
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This past fall, the committee met virtually to discuss 
ideas for a project this academic year. Doing a com-
parison of political science (the term “political sci-
ence” will be used as shorthand for political science, 
policy, and international relations) databases was 
what generated the most interest. Two of the libraries 
represented have access to at least one of the large 
databases of political science content provided by EB-
SCO and ProQuest. Another library has access to nei-
ther and it was decided that our comparison would 
include an investigation of how alternative databases 
can support political science research. 

The two large political science databases we com-
pared were EBSCO Political Science Complete and 
ProQuest Politics Collection. ProQuest Politics Col-
lection is a collection of four smaller databases, two 
of which many readers of this newsletter may be fa-
miliar with. EBSCO Political Science Complete ap-
pears to have been wholly created by EBSCO, from a 
broad selection of journals, conference proceedings, 
and books. We had intended to recreate the same 
searches in each database in order to compare the re-
sults, but the search systems of the two databases are 
so different that we found it nearly impossible to have 
a meaningful comparison. We did do a comparison of 
the scholarly journals that returned the most results 
for the same search in each database, which readers 
may find interesting. 

However, libraries at smaller, non-research institu-
tions may not have access to these political science-
specific databases. In addition to general academic 
databases such as Academic Search Premier, etc., 
there are databases with significant amounts of con-
tent relating to political science, for instance in the 
fields of law and government publications. Therefore, 
we also investigated HathiTrust, HeinOnline, JSTOR, 
and WestlawNext Campus Research. Libraries on 
campuses with law schools may have access to Hei-
nOnline and the Westlaw Campus version by virtue of 
their law school’s subscriptions. At the end of this 
article, you will find tables comparing the types and 
numbers of sources in the ProQuest and EBSCO data-
bases, and a couple of comparisons of search results 

in all databases. One of the large differences is that 
each of the databases contains a large quantity of a 
source type that the others don’t have. ProQuest con-
tains a large number of dissertations and theses, while 
EBSCO contains a large number of conference papers 
and proceedings. The other databases reviewed con-
tain a wide variety of government and legal publica-
tions, law journals, and (in the case of JSTOR) jour-
nals on all topics. 

ProQuest Politics Collection is a compilation of the 
four political science and policy databases ProQuest 
offers: PAIS Index (PAIS), Policy File Index, Politi-
cal Science Database, and Worldwide Political Sci-
ence Abstracts.  Many readers will be familiar with 
PAIS and Worldwide Political Science Abstracts 
(WPSA.) PAIS is valuable particularly for its histori-
cal coverage going back to 1914 and its indexing of 
government and IGO documents. WPSA has the most 
comprehensive, international coverage of scholarly 
literature of any of the four databases.  ProQuest’s 
Political Science Database is their own creation, with 
full-text coverage of over 700 journal titles (around 
500 with current full text.) Policy File Index is a small 
database covering “350 public policy think tanks, 
nongovernmental organizations, research institutes, 
university centers, advocacy groups, and other enti-
ties.” Because the ProQuest Politics Collection is a 
mash-up of databases with considerable overlap, it is 
difficult to ascertain the precise number of unique 
sources, e.g., journal titles that are available in it. For 
instance, PAIS contains a large number of serial 
sources, but given its historical scope, many are now 
defunct. It also contains a large number of U.S. Con-
gressional publications, and WPSA contains a large 
number of dissertations and theses. 

EBSCO Political Science Complete 
Political Science Complete is a full-text research data-
base covering political topics with a worldwide focus, 
including international relations, political theory and 
comparative politics.  

Continued next page) 

Databases with Political Science, Policy and IR Content: A Brief Analysis 

Victoria Mitchell, Nicole Wood, Lisa DeLuca 
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With hundreds of full-text journals, reference books 
and thousands of conference papers, it is a valuable 
resource for political science researchers and govern-
ment institutions. This subscription contains 770 full-
text journals, 320 full-text reference books and mono-
graphs, and over 50,000 full-text conference pa-
pers.  The major areas of coverage include compara-
tive politics, humanitarian issues, international rela-
tions, law and legislation, non-governmental organi-
zations and political theory. 

Hathi Trust 
HathiTrust is a free archive of digitized materials 
stewarded by academic and research libraries. Fea-
tured collections include Cornell’s Making of Ameri-
ca, the Records of the American Colonies, and Col-
lections in California Legislative Publications 1850 - 
2009. Additionally, HathiTrust plans to build a com-
prehensive FDLP digital depository collection, which 
includes titles like the U.S. Congressional Serial Set, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs publications, and the Statisti-
cal Abstract of the United States. HathiTrust currently 
contains over 17,000,000 total volumes, including 
8,345,614 book titles and 463,976 serial titles. Publi-
cation dates range from 1500-present, but not all doc-
uments are fully viewable. Access to resources in Ha-
thiTrust is limited by U.S. copyright law. Resources 
in the public domain (approximately 39% of the col-
lection) can be viewed as full-text documents, while 
in-copyright and orphan works can be viewed in 
search-only mode. 

JSTOR 
JSTOR houses more than 2,600 journals, 70,000 
DRM-free eBooks, and more than 2 million primary 
sources on a variety of subjects in the humanities, so-
cial sciences, and sciences. Content in JSTOR rele-
vant to PPIRS includes: 

 Political Science: 224 journals, 15,123 books, 978
research reports, and 9 pamphlets

 Law: 134 journals and 3,871 books

 Criminology & Criminal Justice: 11 journals and
113 books

 Peace and Conflict: 59 journals, 101 books, and 7
research reports

 Public Policy and Administration: 39 journals and

164 books. 

All JSTOR journals include a full archival run, giving 
subscribers access to all issues beginning with volume 
1, issue 1 up to a moving wall delay set by a journal’s 
publisher that ranges from zero to 10 years, although 
the majority of journals in the JSTOR archive have a 
moving wall delay of three to five years. This also 
includes previous and related journal titles. Libraries 
can purchase individual collections grouped by disci-
pline, theme, or resource type, with many collections 
having the option to make a one-time purchase or to 
enroll in an annual subscription. JSTOR also provides 
open and free content through their open access 
eBook, journal, image and media, and research report 
collections. Open access content can be viewed at 
https://about.jstor.org/oa-and-free/.  

HeinOnline Academic 
HeinOnline is a retrospective database that provides 
full-text access to the archives of over 2,700 legal 
journals and other historical and government docu-
ments from over 60 databases, including Congres-
sional documents, Presidential Papers, Foreign Rela-
tions of the United States, and Federal agency docu-
ments. All serials date back to inception, and more 
than 90% are available as a complete archival run. 
The HeinOnline Academic package contains over 100 
million pages that cover over 300 years of content on 
more than 100 subjects, including political science, 
history, criminal justice, religious studies, internation-
al relations, women’s studies, pre-law, and business/
economics. This package is limited to 26 databases 
that support student research. Examples include: 
Women and the Law, U.S. Congressional Serial Set, 
Slavery in America and the World: History, Culture 
& Law, and the John F. Kennedy Assassination Col-
lection. HeinOnline Academic subscribers also have 
access to Fastcase, a tool that provides access to full 
text federal and state level cases without having to 
search multiple databases.  

Westlaw Campus Research 
Westlaw Campus Research covers a variety of sub-
jects relevant to political science and cross-
disciplinary research, including news, business, and 
information related to law.  

(Continued on next page) 
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Database contents cover eight core areas: cases, stat-
utes and court rules, regulations, administrative deci-
sions and guidance, secondary sources, briefs, pro-
posed and enacted legislation, and proposed and 
adopted regulations. Specific titles include the Y ale 
Law Journal, Harvard Law Review, and the Women’s 
Rights Law Reporter. Users will also have access to 
complete runs of all federal and state cases, including 
Supreme Court cases. Westlaw offers four different 
campus packages: 

 Law - 4173 titles

 Law and news - 8485 titles

 Law, news, and business - 8486 titles
International (add-on package) - 665 titles
For this evaluation, we reviewed a Westlaw resource
tailored specifically to higher education institutions.
However, Westlaw offers different plans that can be
purchased at rates tailored to small, mid, and large
law firms; corporations; and government agencies.
Additionally, prices can vary by plan features, such as
the inclusion of Company Investigator in Westlaw
Campus’s Business Content.  Editors Note: Please
contact the authors for a chart comparison of EBSCO
& ProQuest.

Search Results Comparison 
Search: united states AND president AND impeachment 

Top Ten Scholarly Journals Returned in Results 

EBSCO Political Science Complete % of 
total 

ProQuest Politics Collection % of 
total 

Constellations: An International Journal of Critical 
and Democratic Theory 

3% Presidential Studies Quarterly 11% 

Society 3% Political Science Quarterly 4% 

Political Science Quarterly 2% Harvard Journal of Law and Pub-
lic Policy 

3% 

Constitutional Commentary 2% Political Research Quarterly 2.5 % 

Harvard Journal of Law and Public Policy 2% Comparative Connections 2% 

Political Research Quarterly 2% Columbia Law Review 2% 

Law & Contemporary Problems 2% American University Law Review 1% 

Policy Review 2% Harvard International Review 1% 

Theory and Society 1% Society 1% 

Asian Survey 1% Studies in American Political De-
velopment 

1% 

Top Ten Authors or Topics Returned in Results 

HathiTrust - Author Percent of 
Total 

JSTOR - Subject Percent 
of 
Total 

United States. Congress 11% History 22% 

West Publishing Company 9% Political Science 20% 

Great Britain. Parliament 8% Law 20% 

United States. Supreme Court 7% American Studies 9% 

United States. Government Publishing Office 6% Sociology 5% 

United States 4% Languages and Literature 4% 

Hansard, T.C. (Thomas Curson), 1776-1833 4% International Relations 2% 

United States. Office of the Federal Register 4% Business 2% 

Macaulay, Thomas Babington Macaulay, Bar-
on, 1800-1859 

3% Asian Studies 1% 

Michigan. Supreme Court 3% British Studies 1% 
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Member News and 
Upcoming Events 

Mohamed Berray, Social Sciences Librar ian for  Political Sciences, Public Policy, International Af-
fairs and Coordinator of Government Information at Florida State University Libraries, published a chap-
ter in the following book:  

 Berray, M. A. (2020). “Strategies for Mapping Information Literacy Threshold Concepts to Course Ob-
jectives in Political Science”. In Heidi Julien Melissa Gross Don Latham (Ed.), The Information Literacy 
Framework: Case-Studies of Successful Implementation. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 

A link to the work can be found here: : https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538121436/The-Information-
Literacy-Framework-Case-Studies-of-Successful-Implementation 

Congratulations, Mohamed! 

The ACRL Rare Books and Manuscripts Section (RBMS) made the decision to cancel the RBMS 2020 
Conference at Indiana University, Bloomington because of the serious health risks posed by COVID-19. 

We are truly grateful for all the interest and support for what would have been another terrific RBMS con-
ference and will be working with conference registrants directly over the coming weeks.  

RBMS will also be working on ways we can possibly re-arrange and refresh content in coming years and 
very much look forward to the days when our RBMS community can safely gather again. 

On Tuesday, March 24, 2020, The American 
Library Association’s Executive Board 
announced that the 2020 ALA Annual 
Conference & Exhibition scheduled for June 
25-30 in Chicago was canceled due to 
COVID-19.  

ALA staff, in partnership with ALA member 
leaders, are developing plans to carry out the 
important business of the association and are 
coordinating for a virtual event. More 
information will be announced as it be-comes 
available.  
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PPIRS Executive Committee: 

Elizabeth Lynn White (Chair, exp. June 30, 2020) 

Dr. Erin Ackerman (Vice-Chair, exp. June 30, 2020) 

Mr. Brett Cloyd (Past-Chair, exp. June 30, 2020) 

Andrew Dudash (Secretary, exp. June 30, 2021) 

Michelle H. Donlin (Member-at-Large, exp. 30, 
2021) 

Olivia Hazel Ivey (Member, exp. June 30, 2020) 

Catherine Morse (Member-at-Large, exp. June 30, 
2020) 

Mrs. Kim Copenhaven (Board Liasion, exp. June 
30, 2020) 

Lori J. Ostapowicz-Critz (Board Liaison, exp. June 
30, 2018) 

Megan R. Griffin (Staff Liaison, exp. June 30, 2020) 

PPIRS Committee Chairs: 

Communication and Publications - 
Chair: Bonnie Paige, exp. 2020 

Conference Program Planning Committee, 2020 
Vacant 

Marta Lange/SAGE-CQ Press Award Committee - 
Chair: Mr. Brett Cloyd, exp. 2020 

Membership Committee - Chair: Catherine Morse, exp. 2020 

Nominating Committee - Chair: Ms. Mary Kathryn Oberlies, 
exp. 2020 

Professional Development/Library Instruction Committee - 
Vacant. 

Review and Planning Committee - Chair: Rosalind Tedford, 
exp. 2020 

Vendor/Publisher Liaison & Review Committee - 
Chair: Ms. Victoria S. Mitchell, exp. 2020 

Connect with other Politics, policy and international relations Librarians -- 
Join the PPIRS Discussion List 

To subscribe send an e-mail to: PPIRS-L@listserv.kent.edu  
Note: The subject line should be empty and the body of the message MUST only contain: 

Subscribe ppirs-l Firstname Lastname 
Did you know that PPIRS-L has a searchable archive? 
Archives of PPIRS-L are maintained at Kent State University and updated every 
week.  Messages are arranged by date, and searchable by keyword, with archives dating back to 
August 2007. To access the LPSS-L archives, point your Web browser to  https://
listserv.kent.edu/cgi-bin/wa.exe?INDEX 

The PPIRS-L Archives are available only to subscribers to the PPIRS-L list.  The first time 
you access this URL, you will be prompted for your email address (as your account ID) and a 
password of your choice. You will need to reply to the email to confirm access.  

Guidelines for Contributors 
The deadline for the next edition of the PPIRS News, subject to decisions by ACRL, will be announced on the 
PPIRS Discussion List. 

Email articles, illustrations, and correspondence to newsletter editors: Christopher Lemery and Kaci Resau 

Suggested length:  1– 3 pages. 

Write in short paragraphs.  Use the most direct, energetic style you can muster.  Have a point, and don’t be reluc-
tant to have a point of view, too. Write as an analyst or critic, or at least as a journalist, not a booster.   

Write to be useful to the membership. The format and publication frequency make features the strength of the 
newsletter. The PPIRS listserv is the best place to post, discover, and comment on breaking events. The PPIRS 
website is the official repository of official reports and meeting minutes. - Newsletter Archives . 
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Pandemic Resources for Academic Libraries 

ALA and ACRL are committed to supporting our members, staff, and all librarians and library 
workers during these uncertain times. Now more than ever, academic and research librarians and 
libraries are essential to a thriving global community of learners and scholars. A LibGuide was 
created by ACRL to support the academic and research library community during global public 
health crises. The guide features resources for distance education and engagement, free profes-
sional development resources, best practices, and up-to-date information from public health offi-
cials. 

New Books from ACRL! 

ACRL publishes a range of books to assist academic librarians in developing their professional 
careers, managing their institutions, and exploring developments in librarianship, providing time-
ly, thought-provoking, and practical content and research to academic and research librarians 
worldwide. Some recent titles:  

Library Partnerships in International Liberal Arts Education: Building Relationships Across Cultur-

al and Institutional Lines  
The Critical Thinking About Sources Cookbook 
Learning Beyond the Classroom: Engaging Students in Information Literacy through Co-Curricular 

Activities 
Leading Change in Academic Libraries 

Developing the Next Generation of Library Leaders (ACRL Publications in Librarianship No. 75) 
Becoming a Library Leader: Seven Stages of Leadership Development for Academic Librarians 

Interested in writing for ACRL? Contact Erin Nevius, ACRL’s Content Strategist, at enevius@ala.org for 
more information. 
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