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Chelsea Nesvig (she/her/hers) 
University of Washington Bothell & Cascadia College 

Hello,  

PPIRS members, 

 

Spring is finally 

here! I was recently reflecting on how it’s 

been almost a full school year for me being 

back to working on campus. While things 

definitely still don’t feel “normal,” I am excit-

ed to see colleagues rethinking how we can 

do our work in these pandemic and post-

pandemic times. One example at my library 

has been moving to an “on call” reference 

model rather than librarians being present 

at the research help desk during their 

shifts. While we haven’t committed to con-

tinuing this new model long-term, it’s been 

interesting and enlightening to try out as 

we adapt to life back on campus. 

 In other news, ALA/ACRL elections 

happened in March and April. Congratula-

tions to Sandy Hervieux for her successful 

candidacy for the PPIRS vice-chair/chair 

position! Thank you to Michelle Donlin for 

her candidacy as well. On July 1, Sandy 

will become PPIRS vice-chair and Mary 

Oberlies will be chair, having stepped in to 

fill the spot left by Sara Arnold-Garza’s de-

parture for the Library of Congress. Thank 

you both for your service to our section!  

 Last month, our membership commit-

tee sent out a survey to all PPIRS mem-

bers. We had a good response rate and are 

beginning to digest the results and deter-

mine how we can use your feedback to 

improve our section. Thank you to all who 

responded. 

 I’m excited (though a little trepidatious) 

to attend ALA in Washington, D.C.  
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sionals whose work intersects with the current pro-

liferation of mis- and disinformation. Journalists, 

cybersecurity experts, foreign intelligence and 

counter-intelligence professionals, psychologists, 

and other academic researchers are also experi-

enced with this issue and have their own ap-

proaches to and solutions for the problem. Please 

join us as panelists Elisabeth Braw (Senior Fellow 

in Foreign and Defense Policy at the American 

Enterprise Institute), Reyhaneh Maktoufi  

CONFERENCE CONTINUED PAGE 8 

 The Professional Development Committee 

hosted a number of events in recent months, cov-

ering a range of topics of interest to our mem-

bers.  

 In December 2021, a webinar on evidence 

synthesis in politics, policy, and international rela-

tions research was led by Annelise Sklar, Emily 

Keller, and Andrew Dudash. The session began 

with a short introduction to evidence synthesis 

(ES) and included a robust discussion of how this 

methodology is used in these fields and what 

librarian support for ES can look like. The pre-

senters created a LibGuide based on their 

presentation, which is available at https://

acrl.libguides.com/evidencesynthesis.  

 Our ALA Annual program, Stronger Togeth-

er: Perspectives on Mis- and Disinformation 

from Professional Communities Outside the 

Library, will be held on Saturday, June 25th 

from 2:30-3:30pm at the Washington Conven-

tion Center, 147A.  

 Library employees are not the only profes-

next month. It will be my first na-

tional conference since before the 

pandemic! PPIRS  will have  a few 

events happening, including our 

accepted proposal(!) that are de-

tailed later in this newsletter. For 

those who can attend, I look for-

ward to seeing you at one of our 

events!  

 In December, PPIRS mem-

bers received tragic news: our 

member and colleague Kenya 

Flash from Yale University had 

passed away. For a couple of 

weeks, I had a hard time believing 

this news was actually true. Kenya 

was such a bright light in not only 

our section, but also in our adja-

cent group GODORT and all of 

academic librarianship. The 

PPIRS executive committee are 

currently working with GODORT 

members to determine plans for 

how we can memorialize her con-

tributions to both of our groups. 

More information about finalized 

plans will be made available 

soon.  

 This is my final chair’s mes-

sage. I want to thank Jennifer 

Castle and Mary Oberlies for serv-

ing as our newsletter editors. 

Their work to solicit submissions, 

organize them, and turn them into 

a cohesive newsletter happens 

behind the scenes but is vital to 

producing one main communica-

tion channels. 

 Lastly, I’ll share that lately 
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Join your colleagues for the 2022 ALA Annual Conference, June 
23-28, 2022! With high-quality programs and several discus-
sion forums, you'll have plenty of opportunities to learn from 
and engage with colleagues and experts in the field. Be sure to 
check out the listing of high-quality programs from ACRL mem-
ber units! Register today!  

 In March 2022, we teamed up with GODORT 

to present a webinar on Elections Data, with Cath-

erine Morse of the University of Michigan and Jere-

my Darrington of Prince University. Catherine pre-

sented an overview of US elections data at all lev-

els while Jeremy provided insight into finding for-

eign and international elections data. Discussions 

are underway to continue partnering on future 

webinars, likely next year. The recording is availa-

ble at https://ala-events.zoom.us/rec/share/

zA2u8hbsnpI1FQLE3yaZMQQnTv4AePOMuQ5D

Mzz5SDvcPwUNuaxDkwNZ90C8OeoY.rA98AQVh

POcFywc1. 

PD CONTINUED PAGE 5  
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 Democracy and authoritarianism are currently popular and 

significant research topics among both students and faculty in 

the fields of political science, international affairs, and other re-

lated subject areas. Worldwide instability, uncertainty, and vio-

lence threaten the health and even survival of modern democra-

cy in many countries. The PPIRS Vendor/Publisher Liaison and 

Review Committee is happy to share this information about two 

free-to-access datasets that may be useful to those researching 

democracy and authoritarianism. These datasets are compara-

ble but distinct in their scope and utility. Both datasets are useful 

for public-facing librarians to have in their back pockets, for 

when patron questions about quantitatively measuring democra-

cy and freedom inevitably arise.  

 

Worldwide Governance Indicators (WGI) 

 The Worldwide Governance Indicators dataset and 

accompanying tools are excellent resources for broadly compar-

ing stability and legitimacy in national governments worldwide. 

The website itself provides a helpful list of definitions, original 

sources, explanations of data collection methods, and sugges-

tions for further research. The interactive data element supplies 

an easy-to-use data visualization tool that allows customized 

comparisons of different countries, years, and indicators. The full 

dataset can also be downloaded as a single file for further re-

search and analysis, although it limits file types to Excel and 

Stata.  

 WGI shows aggregated data on six primary indicators 

of government health for more than 200 countries. “Voice and 

Accountability” looks at elements such as freedom of speech 

and freedom of the press. “Political Stability” measures the likeli-

hood of a country facing terrorist attacks, armed conflict, violent 

demonstrations, and social unrest, among others. “Government 

Effectiveness” considers the perceptions, quality, and level of 

external influence over government responsibilities such as phys-

ical infrastructure and public education. “Regulatory Quality” 

looks into trade, taxes, and financial freedom. “Rule of Law” 

measures both the equity of laws themselves and fairness of 

enforcement, along with rates of property and violent crime. Fi-

nally, “Control of Corruption” considers financial and other types 

of corruption across many areas and levels of government, and 

looks at its effect on the country’s population.  

 Taken in combination, these factors provide a highly 

detailed picture of the health and stability of any given country’s 

government.  

 This data set would be useful to researchers doing a 

multi-country comparison or looking at general trends in a specif-

ic country over the last 25 years. It is especially user-friendly for 

undergraduates and those without much dataset or data visuali-

zation experience. WGI does not provide information on specific 

laws or events, so the information would need to be interpreted 

with the aid of additional resources. Since WGI explains where 

they got their findings, learning those details is relatively straight-

forward in many cases.  

 

Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem) 

 The V-Dem Research Project is quite an undertaking. In 

addition to five principle investigators, the project involves dozens 

of project managers and regional managers, more than 100 

country coordinators and thousands of country experts. The pro-

ject bills itself as “one of the world’s largest social science data 

collection projects on democracy.” It makes sense: it takes a lot 

of people, and a lot of local, expert knowledge, to generate V-

Dem’s 483 variables and indices on democracy around the world. 

 Going back to 1789, the V-Dem dataset conceptualizes 

 DATA SETS CONTINUED PAGE 4  
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Democracy and Authoritarianism:  

Free Comparative Data Sets 
 
From the Vendor/Publishing Liaison and Review Committee — Abigail Adams (University of Albany, SUNY), 
Mark Robison (University of Notre Dame), Jessica Sheara Epstein (Atlanta University Center), and Rosalind Ted-
ford (Wake Forest University) 
 

NOMINATING 

2022 

Stephanie Crowe, Chair 

Kelly S. Janousek 

Danya Leebaw 

Lauren Carlton 

2023 

Sandy Hervieux, Chair 

Dr. Erin Ackerman 

Jenny McBurney 

PROFESSIONAL  

DEVELOPMENT 

Nadine Hoffman, Chair 

Sean M. Leahy, Co-Chair 

Nancy Snyder Gibson 

Charmaine Henriques 

Brea E. Henson 

Sandy Hervieaux 

Dr. Christopher Palazzolo 

Annelise Y. Sklar 

REVIEW AND PLANNING 

Dr.  Erin Ackerman, Chair 

Nancy Snyder Gibson 

Kelly S. Janousek 

Elizabeth Lynn White 

VENDOR/PUBLISHING 

Mark D. Robison 

Abby Adams 

Jessica Sheara Epstein 

Rosalind Tedford 
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Platform/Vendor  Worldwide Governance Indicators  Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem)  

URL:  http://info.worldbank.org/governance/
wgi/#home  

https://www.v-dem.net/  

Host / Source Organization  World Bank  V-Dem Institute at the Department of Po-
litical Science, University of Gothenburg, 
Sweden  

Purpose of data set  Includes the process by which govern-
ments are selected, monitored and re-
placed; the capacity of the government 
to effectively formulate and implement 
sound policies; and the respect of citi-
zens and the state for the institutions 
that govern economic and social inter-
actions among them.  

The Varieties of Democracy Research Pro-
ject attempts to measure the level of de-
mocracy in countries, according to a num-
ber of principles. Rather than simply 
measuring the presence or absence of 
elections, V-Dem also measures other var-
iables related to how liberal, majoritarian, 
consensual, participatory, deliberative 
and egalitarian a government is.  

Major areas of coverage  Voice and Accountability 

Political Stability and Absence of Vio-
lence/Terrorism 

Government Effectiveness 

Regulatory Quality 

Rule of Law 

Control of Corruption 

Electoral eligibility, participation, fairness, 
and results. Subnational elections. Parties. 
Direct government. Rule of law. Public 
corruption. Executive power. Legislatures, 
representation and deliberation. Judiciar-
ies. Civil liberties. Sovereignty. The roles 
of media and civil society.  

Geographic coverage  200+ countries & territories  179 countries (presently)  

Dates of coverage  1996 - 2020  1789 - 2021  

Update frequency  Annually in September  Annually in March  

Data download format  MS Excel & Stata  CSV, Stata, SPSS, R  

Information included  See areas of coverage  See areas of coverage. In addition to cod-
ed variables, data include numerous com-
parative indices. 483 variables and indices 
in total.  

Data visualization options included?  Yes, including comparisons   

Collection methodology / sources includ-
ed?  

Yes, both  Yes, both  

Other relevant info   V-Dem provides a number of options for 
downloading the data, including the full 
dataset as well as leaner versions with 
fewer variables.  

Democracy and Authoritarianism:  

Free Comparative Data Sets 

 

DATA SETS FROM PAGE 3 

DATA SETS CONTINUED PAGE 8 
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 Thank you to everyone who filled out the PPIRS Member-

ship Survey -we had almost 100 responses! We'll share more 

details of the survey as we analyze them, but here are some 

quick highlights: 

• 80 percent are established professionals, but we also have 

those who are newer to the profession or are students. 

• Most people joined PPIRS for professional development, 

found us through ALA/ACRL, or were interested in the work 

we are doing. 

• While half of us have only been in PPIRS less than three 

years, 15 percent have been involved for 14 years or more! 

• The favorite ways to keep up with PPIRS is the Listserv, 

ALA Connect, and the newsletter. 

• Some of the favorite things people like about PPIRS are 

the discussions on the listserv and networking within the 

field. 

• Survey participants had the opportunity to enter a drawing 

for a chance to win a gift card. Congratulations to our win-

ners, Kelly Janousek, Mark Robison, and Olivia Ivey!  

 The Membership Committee is happy to announce we will 

once again have an in-person social at ALA, held jointly with 

ANSS and sponsored by HeinOnline. The event will be Friday 

evening, June 24th. More details will be sent out closer to the 

date. We hope to see you there! 

Nearly 100 Responses to PPIRS Membership Survey 

 The Evidence Synthesis LibGuide was created to accompa-

ny a webinar and discussion on evidence synthesis in politics, 

policy, and international relations research hosted by the PPIRS 

Professional Development Committee in December 2021. 

PPIRS members Emily Keller, Andrew Dudash, and Annelise 

Sklar attended the Evidence Synthesis Institute in August 2021, 

and we wanted to share a little of what we learned with our 

PPIRS colleagues. We recruited ESI planner and presenter Sa-

rah Young to share her expertise with us as well.  

 Evidence Synthesis is a research methodology that brings 

Featured Research Guide: PPIRS Evidence Synthesis  

together information from multiple sources to come to an over-

all understanding. Common examples of evidence synthesis 

include systematic reviews and scoping reviews. The method-

ology is regularly used in the health sciences, but it can be 

extremely useful for the applied and evidence-based social 

sciences. This LibGuide offers a short introduction to ES con-

cepts as well as some resources most useful to politics, policy, 

and international relations researchers and librarians. The 

guide also links to the more detailed Carnegie Mellon Universi-

ty Libraries Evidence Synthesis Service.  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.lib.umn.edu_about_evidence-2Dsynthesis-2Dinstitute%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3D-35OiAkTchMrZOngvJPOeA%26r%3DHVw6gtPSHasYwCxiUuKjLQ%26m%3DZvXppJz3
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.library.cmu.edu%2Fservices%2Fevidence-synthesis&data=05%7C01%7Cmkoberlies%40wm.edu%7Cd55157ae392343c5c7ab08da288dbba1%7Cb93cbc3e661d40588693a897b924b8d7%7C0%7C0%7C637866886462426855%7CUnkno
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.library.cmu.edu%2Fservices%2Fevidence-synthesis&data=05%7C01%7Cmkoberlies%40wm.edu%7Cd55157ae392343c5c7ab08da288dbba1%7Cb93cbc3e661d40588693a897b924b8d7%7C0%7C0%7C637866886462426855%7CUnkno
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ACRL invites proposals for the ACRL 2023 Conference to be held March 15-18, 2023, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Higher education 
has changed dramatically over the last few years. Academic libraries are addressing an increased emphasis on remote learning, 
rising calls for social justice, and an acknowledged need for flexibility that supports a sustainable work-life balance. At ACRL 2023, 
explore these issues and more around the theme of “Forging the Future.”  
 
ACRL 2023 features seven session formats to suit a wide range of presentation and learning styles. Contributed paper, panel ses-
sion, and workshop proposals are due June 3, 2022. Lightning talk, poster session, roundtable discussion, and virtual conference 
presentations are due October 13, 2022.  

DATA SETS FROM PAGE 4 

and measures “democracy” in the broadest imaginable sense, 

measuring not just the nature and quality of a country’s elections, 

but also many other attributes of its government. How do execu-

tives rule? What type of regime is in power? How deliberative is 

a country’s legislature? Are opposition groups active and thriv-

ing? How free are the media? All of these questions and more 

are measured by variables in the dataset. 

 New V-Dem data is released annually, measuring 483 varia-

bles and indices for a total of 179 current countries. Users can 

download the full dataset -- all variables, for all countries, for all 

available years, amounting to approximately 10 million data 

points. However, users also have the option to download leaner 

versions of the dataset. 

 Unlike the WGI above, the V-Dem dataset does not come 

with built-in visualization features. Users can download the da-

taset in a number of formats (e.g., CSV, SPSS, Stata) and then 

manipulate the data to find the information they seek. Thus, 

some knowledge of data tools is needed to use the dataset and 

its accompanying codebook.  

members of the PPIRS working group who created the PPIRS Com-

panion Document to the ACRL Framework for Information Literacy 

for Higher Education presented on their experience crafting the com-

panion document and LibGuide. The fruitful discussion on how to 

incorporate the Framework Companion into discussions with Faculty 

was led by Mary Oberlies, Chelsea Nesvig, and Brett Cloyd. The 

guide and companion can be found at https://acrl.libguides.com/

PPIRS/frameworkcompanion.  

 Our most recent webinar, held on April 27th, was Subject Spe-

cific Instruction for International Issues: Human Rights & Climate 

Change. Chelsea Nesvig and Nadine Hoffman used case study ex-

amples from their instruction sessions and provided tips for refer-

ence, research, and faculty collaboration. The recording is available 

at: https://washington.zoom.us/rec/

share/2hRhzxVbl41lm97y3xsoIi8xOrmgde_YclqCJm9zvPti6vBy2Jrj

mniDMzA3jecl.dqlYcFIYZ0v5Lm4Z  

 In July, we will have a webinar entitled, “Oops! I’m an Accidental 

Law Librarian!” which will look at intersection of law and policy in 

political science and international relations. Please be on look out for 

updates on PPIRS-l and ALA Connect from committee members: 

Sean Leahy, Nadine Hoffman, Annelise Sklar, Brea Henson, Char-

maine Henriques, Christopher Palazzolo, Nancy Gibson, and Sandy 

Hervieux (and Chelsea Nesvig as an ex officio member).  

PD FROM PAGE 2 

Our Resource Decisions in Tough Economic Times discussion 

series continued in October 2021 with Sarah Hoke, Collection 

Development Librarian at Harvard University, with Collecting with 

Intent: Using Gobi to Build an Equitable Collections. PPIRS 

members and others were provided with tips and strategies to 

help diversify their collection development practices. In January, 

https://acrl2023.us2.pathable.com/
https://acrl2023.us2.pathable.com/session-formats
https://acrl.libguides.com/PPIRS/frameworkcompanion
https://acrl.libguides.com/PPIRS/frameworkcompanion
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwashington.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F2hRhzxVbl41lm97y3xsoIi8xOrmgde_YclqCJm9zvPti6vBy2JrjmniDMzA3jecl.dqlYcFIYZ0v5Lm4Z&data=05%7C01%7Cchenriqu%40iu.edu%7C8b2f70a2601c4ef9244608da2c803ebd%7C1113be
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwashington.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F2hRhzxVbl41lm97y3xsoIi8xOrmgde_YclqCJm9zvPti6vBy2JrjmniDMzA3jecl.dqlYcFIYZ0v5Lm4Z&data=05%7C01%7Cchenriqu%40iu.edu%7C8b2f70a2601c4ef9244608da2c803ebd%7C1113be
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwashington.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F2hRhzxVbl41lm97y3xsoIi8xOrmgde_YclqCJm9zvPti6vBy2JrjmniDMzA3jecl.dqlYcFIYZ0v5Lm4Z&data=05%7C01%7Cchenriqu%40iu.edu%7C8b2f70a2601c4ef9244608da2c803ebd%7C1113be
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2021 American Political Science Association Report 

 

Kimberly MacVaugh, PPIRS/ACRL Liaison to APSA 
 

 

 The 117th Annual Meeting of the American Political Science 

Association (APSA) was held September 30-October 3, 2021 in 

Seattle, Washington with a simultaneous virtual conference plat-

form, engaging 6,000 attendees total. As the liaison from ACRL/

PPIRS to APSA, I traveled to Seattle to attend this event in per-

son. The preponderance of panel sessions were hybrid or virtual, 

however there were numerous in-person-only receptions through-

out the weekend providing me ample networking opportunities to 

meet key APSA staff and prominent political scientists involved in 

the organization who would be open to collaboration. 

 At the New Member and First Time Attendee Breakfast, I sat 

with and spoke to John Ishiyama, President Elect of APSA and 

longtime supporter and researcher in the Political Science Educa-

tion Section. Additionally, I met Jasmine Scott, APSA’s manager 

of Diversity and Inclusion programming. Ishiyama remembered 

favorably his previous contact with Bruce Pencek and noted his 

admiration for the work of librarians to support the work of infor-

mation literacy in the field. 

 The “Open-Source Educational Resources for Political Sci-

ence Education” roundtable with Rachel Bzostek Walker (Collin 

College), Joseph Prud'homme (Washington College), and Mark 

Rom (Georgetown University), debated the merits of OER text-

books, including questions of quality versus cost, and the ever-

increasing demand from students. The discussion centered on 

the efforts of creating and maintaining materials and did not men-

tion libraries or librarians. I asked a question in the Q&A to the 

effect of whether they considered collaborating with their campus 

libraries/librarians on these issues, and the response was that 

none had but they seemed open to the idea. I feel this is an im-

portant avenue for PPIRS and ACRL members to pursue, as the 

library scholarly communications field is quite innovative and we 

have much to offer in the OER space. 

 The Presidential Address by Dr. Janet M. Box-Steffensmeier 

of The Ohio State University addressed “Engaged Pluralism” and 

connected many themes that resonate with PPIRS librarians in-

cluding advancing our commitment to diversity, equity, and inclu-

sion, promoting civic engagement, and navigating the challenging 

political and social climate with a commitment to active interac-

tion, debate, and learning from one another. Box-Steffensmeier 

described several APSA initiatives that exemplify those themes 

including APSA’s Institute for Civically Engaged Research and 

the 2020 Presidential Task Force on Election Assistance. 

 A number of panelists presented throughout the conference 

on similar topics of civic engagement, community service, and 

experiential learning. I attended several sessions and met the 

following presenters: Drs. Mary McHugh (Merrimack College) and 

Elizabeth Matto (Rutgers University) who discussed the role of 

civic engagement centers at universities, Chelsea Kaufman 

(Wingate University) who developed a course as part of a cam-

pus-wide initiative for sophomore year experiential learning, Sa-

rah Kenyon Lischer (Wake Forest University) who detailed her 

class’s volunteer work with refugees as part of their IR course, 

and Bobbi Gentry (Bridgewater College) whose course on state 

and local government included project-based learning around the 

problem of homelessness in the community. A reception and 

book launch for two books published by APSA: Teaching Civic 

Engagement Globally and Political Science Internships gave in-

sight into the possibilities for working with political science faculty 

to write chapters in edited volumes. 

 Once again, the conference-within-a-conference, “TLC at 

APSA: Teaching Pluralism through Political Science Education,” 

offered the most extensive opportunities to network with political 

science faculty interested in connecting with librarians and pro-

moting information literacy. I discussed future collaborations with 

Bennett Grubbs, APSA Educate editor, and met Dr. Michelle Al-

lendoerfer, the new APSA Director of Teaching and Learning. 

Both agreed that there is much potential for cooperation between 

PPIRS and APSA, and encouraged us to submit proposals for the 

next annual meeting in 2022, the next Teaching and Learning 

conference in 2023, through the Journal of Political Science Edu-

cation (JPSE) and online with APSA Educate. My goal is to en-

courage PPIRS members to pursue publication and presentation 

in these avenues as there is so much we can contribute. 

 The connections made during the 2021 APSA annual meet-

ing will serve PPIRS and ACRL well as we look for ways to pro-

mote our political science information literacy framework and our 

important role as educators and fellow researchers in political 

science fields. 
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in my own work, I’ve been reminding myself that more is not al-

ways more; brevity can often be the wiser approach. It’s been an 

honor to help guide our section’s work this past year and of 

course I will continue to be involved. Thank you all for reading 

and for your contributions to our section! Best wishes, Chelsea 

1. Name, pronouns, and job title 
David Sye, he/him, Research & 
Instruction Librarian at Murray 
State University 

 
2. How did you become involved 

in PPIRS? 
One of the subject areas I am 
responsible for in my position is 
Political Science, so I sought to 
connect with others and learn 
best practices from experienced 
librarians. I soon joined the Com-
munication and Publications 
Committee. 
 

3. What’s your favorite part of 
your job? 

I enjoy working with students and 
teaching them effective search 
strategies or how to use a new 
digital tool. 

 
4. What do you consider the big-

gest career challenge? 

Engaging with students after 
they spent two years primarily 
interacting with professors and 
librarians via Zoom or email. 
 

5. What advice do you have for new 
Public Policy/International 
Relations/Political Science 
librarians? 

My biggest advice would be to 
take advantage of any sort of 
professional development or 
presentation that highlights a 
new tool or digital resource. 
While you may not have an im-
mediate use for it, being familiar 
with a wide variety of new re-
sources can benefit your work 
with faculty and students. 

 
6. What do you enjoy outside of 

work? 
I enjoy playing chess. I play 
competitively and also organize 
chess tournaments in my area. 

Member to Know: David Sye 

CONFERENCE FROM PAGE 2 

(Misinformation Fellow at NOVA/PBS), and Ethan Porter (Cluster 

Lead of the Misinformation/Disinformation Lab at the Institute for 

Data, Democracy (Cluster Lead of the Misinformation/

Disinformation Lab at the Institute for Data, Democracy and Poli-

tics at the George Washington University) discuss mis- and disin-

formation in relation to current issues such as voting rights, the 

COVID-19 pandemic, climate change, and anti-oppression move-

ments, including the ways that mis- and disinformation dispropor-

tionately impact communities of color and other marginalized 

groups.” 

 The program will be moderated by Conference Programming 

Chair, Winn Wasson. Panelists include Elisabeth Braw (Senior 

Fellow, American Enterprise Institute), Reyhaneh Makotufi 

(Producer, The Story Collider), and Ethan Porter. 

 Please join us if you will be at ALA this year! 

Marta Lange - SAGE/CQ 

Press Award  
There will be a reception at ALA Annual to recognize our most 

recent Marta Lange award winners: Jeremy Darrington (2020) & 

Jill Severn (2021). The reception will be on Sunday, June 26th 

at the SAGE/CQ offices in the Watergate building at 4pm, fol-

lowing a tour of the space. Registration is limited to 30 PPIRS 

members. Interested in joining? Register by Friday, June 3rd to 

Chelsea Nesvig, PPIRS chair.  
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